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Val H. Dani, left, a native of India, and his Sunday school pupils 


Just a Dime a Day 


A native of India who now lives in 
California knows the value of Synod’s 
missionary work. He is Val H. Dani, 
who with his wife owns the Red Star 
Auto Court and Red Star Grocery at 
El Centro. On Sundays he teaches the 
eighth-graders in Grace Lutheran Sun- 
day School. 

The story of the class’s recent mis- 
sion project is told in this inscription: 


Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28, 1957 


As the Lord has blessed us with many 
blessings, we, the following members of 
the Eighth-grade Sunday School Class 
of Grace Lutheran Church, El Centro, 
with thankful hearts and in all humility 
herewith present one flannelgraph to 
our brethren in Christ Jesus, the Sun- 
day School Class of Rev. James Mayer 
at Coromandel, Kolar Gold Field, In- 
dia, which our teacher, Mr. V. H. Dani, 
visited in 1954, 


The picture shows the teacher and 
eight of the nine boys and girls who 
signed the presentation: Stephan Pack- 
wood, David Odom, Kent Staab, Brian 
Huber, Sandy Priece, Dianne Timmons, 
Dennis Schenck, Pat Yarnell, and 
Charlotte Gilliand. 

Portions of correspondence between 
Mr. Dani and Synod’s Board for Mis- 
sions in Foreign Countries reveal his 
continued interest in spreading the 
Savior’s Gospel in his homeland. 


Dec. 6, 1957 


DEAR Doctor SCHMIDT: 


A dime does not amount to very 
much. What does it buy in the U.S.? 
Two small bars of candy or a bottle of 
soda pop, two packs of chewing gum or 
half a pack of cigarettes. 

A dime a day will keep a boy in the 
boy’s boarding school of our mission 
in, Vadakangulam, India. The dime 
will supply him with food for his body 
and eternal food for his soul. Not only 
that, but at the end of the year there 
will be enough change left to buy 
Christmas presents for all 37 boys there. 

Please accept my check for $30 for 
one boy in the boarding school at Vada- 
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kangulam. (I visited that school.) 
Through the Holy Spirit’s power, thati 
boy may help bring 1,000 souls to 
Jesus. Who knows? 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 


V. H. Dani 
Dec. 6, 1957 


DEAR Doctor SCHMIDT: 


Ever since I visited our missions in: 
India, my thoughts are more or less 
there. 

I told my Sunday school class that 
our coins went farther in India and 
that in helping the Sunday school chil- 
dren in India the El Centro boys andi 
girls were following the Lord’s com- 
mand in helping to preach the Gospel | 
to all nations. 

On mission Sunday the class began! 
contributing for a flannelgraph to be: 
sent to a Sunday school in India. The: 
flannelgraph was sent at Thanksgiving. . 

To their $2 for Missionary Harold | 
Heinlein’s Sunday school, which I also } 
visited, and for Missionary G. R. 
Stelter’s church, I am adding my $4, 

My class would be thrilled to hear 
from the children in India. 


Yours in Christ Jesus, 
V. H. Dani 


In acknowledging the gifts, the Board 
for Missions in Foreign Countries — 
wrote: 

“Besides receiving the gifts, we are 
very happy to hear from you. Reports 
from India told how pleased the men 
were that you came over there, visited 
our work, encouraged the Indians, and 
very much encouraged the mission- 
BTICS 2h: 

“Perhaps the greatest indication of 
your real interest is the fact that you 
have encouraged your Sunday school 
class to take a direct part in the work 
in India. Even though their gift may 
be small in our money, you know that 
it can do big things over there. The 
particular purpose to which their 
money is being dedicated is an evange- 
listic one, and therefore we are all the 
happier.” 
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New Guinea Mission 
| Baptizes 235 Natives 


H It was like a second Epiphany in 
Wew Guinea when 125 adults and 110 
Mhildren were baptized at Raiakama, 
yan. 5. Last year in January 178 New 
fjuinea Christians received the Sacra- 
jhent at Irelya (Witness, Feb. 26, 
57, p. 2). 

) Years of work were required of the 
Missionaries before they could baptize 
nese natives. In 1949 Rey. Otto C. 
Mintze, Jr., made the first survey trip 
Mto the Saka Valley, where Raiakama 
es. Upon his return to the Yara- 
anda station he sent a native teacher 
Db preach the Gospel to the people in 
e valley and to begin a Christian 
hool for children. 

Native teachers continued their work 

the valley until Missionary William 

>». Wagner arrived in August 1955 and 
began a course of instruction in the 
atechism translated into the Enga 
anguage. 
Eight years and seven months after 
he first teacher came to the Saka Val- 
ey, the first group of Christian adults 
as ready for Baptism. 

“The most part of the instruction had 
been taught through an interpreter. At 
rst we were unable to understand the 
anguage,” writes Missionary Wagner, 
“and not able to correct our interpreter 
at the beginnings, nearly nine years ago. 
Although we had no idea what he was 
telling the people, they nevertheless 
heard the Gospel truths proclaimed. 

“As we later learned Enga, we 
orrected the errors that would creep 
into the instruction through faulty in- 
terpretation. 


“It is nothing short of amazing that 
in the minor misunderstandings un- 
covered in our examinations, not one 
misunderstanding touched a cardinal 
doctrine of Scripture.” 

Almost 6,000 people attended the 
mass baptismal service in Raiakama. 
Missionary Willard Burce brought a 
public-address system from Irelya so 
that the large gathering could hear the 
Gospel message. The system operates 
on current supplied by an automobile 
battery. 

When missionaries announced after 
the mass baptism that a new class would 
begin on Jan. 13, 233 adults enrolled. 

With 39 adults who have been carried 
over from previous classes, there are 
now 272 Saka Valley inhabitants re- 
ceiving instruction for Baptism. 

Those baptized Jan. 5 also join the 
class every morning to gain in knowl- 
edge of Christ. 

Later in the day, the Christians meet 
again in small groups to discuss the 
day’s lesson. In charge of these groups, 
usually gathered in homes, are the bap- 
tized adults, who are helping to teach 
the new class. 


Lutherans in Poland 
Need Relief 


The 106 Lutheran pastors serving 
more than 400 congregations in Poland 
are so underpaid that these ministers 
must take on extra work to supplement 
their income. 

For the first time since 1951, Lu- 
theran World Relief shipped 25 tons of 
clothing to Poland for distribution 
through Lutheran churches. 

The shipment, sent last month, was 


AT CERRO BRANCO LUTHERAN CHURCH, Cerro Branco, Brazil, 106 boys and girls were confirmed on Palm 


News of the Church in the World 


made possible because of “a more re- 
laxed attitude” on the part of the Polish 
government. 

In 95% Roman Catholic Poland there 
are an estimated 200,000 Lutherans. 
The Polish Lutheran population has de- 
creased about 1,000,000 since 1939, 
according to Lutheran World Federa- 
tion observers, who attribute the decline 
not to any specific political factor but 
to the flight, expulsion, or resettlement 
of most of Poland’s German-speaking 
people. 

Rev. Werner H. Kuntz, executive di- 
rector of the Missouri Synod’s Board 
of World Relief, was re-elected to a 
two-year term as a director of LWR, 
and Rev. Edwin A. Nerger, pastor of 
St. Paul’s Church, Fort Wayne, was 
elected secretary. 


LLL Awards Four 
Valpo Scholarships 


One girl and three boys were named 
winners of the 1958 Lutheran Laymen’s 
League scholarship awards for study at 
Valparaiso University. 

Of the 490 high school seniors who 
took the competitive examinations on 
Feb. 15, two were selected from east 
and two from west of the Missis- 
sippi River. The four national winners 
are: Elizabeth L. Gould, Middletown, 
Ohio; James Wallace Ramming, Law- 
ton, Okla.; Gerald E. Christiansen, 
Remsen, Iowa; and Theodore E. Mil- 
ler, Elma, N. Y. 

Depending on the course chosen by 
the winner, each four-year national 
Lutheran Laymen’s League scholarship 
is worth $2,000 or $2,200. 


Sunday 1957. Rev. Walter E. Hoerlle is pastor of the 5,000-member parish, which affiliated with Synod in 1950. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Lutheran Chorus of Sheboygan, Board of Directors. Standing, L.-r.: Dan Moehrke, 


manager; Norman Wilbert, director; 


Clyde Bawden, 


vice-president; Geraldine 


Gessl, publicity chairman; Doris Barker, associate membership chairman; Eleanor 


Schulz, secretary. Seated: Connie Bassuener, 


Sheboygan Chorus to Give 


Concerts in Europe 


For its 35th anniversary, the Lu- 
theran Chorus of Sheboygan plans to 
leave Chicago June 19, 1959, for a 25- 
day European concert tour. 

The first concert, according to ten- 
tative plans, will be given in the mili- 
tary chapel of SHAPE — Supreme 
Headquarters, Allied Powers in Europe 
— Paris, June 20. 

By bus the choristers will travel to 
sing in three French cities; 14 in Ger- 
many; two in The Netherlands; one in 
Belgium; and five in the British Isles, 
leaving London on July 15 for Chicago. 

The chorus is inviting 45 associate 
members to accompany the group and 
to travel by plane chartered from an 
established and reliable airline, with 
which arrangements will be made in 
September 1958. Associate members 
will be free to see Europe “on their 
Own” or remain with the chorus. Bar- 
gain rates are available. Missouri Synod 
Lutherans who wish to join the associ- 
ate group are asked to contact Norman 
Wilbert, 103 South Road, Kohler, Wis. 

The proposed 1959 tour has the 
approval of the Sheboygan Pastoral 
Conference, representing the 11 synod- 
ical churches from which the chorus 
draws its membership. 

Dennis Janko of Sheboygan, now a 
student at River Forest, will serve as 
organist. 

“The Sheboygan Chorus will go to 
Europe not only as a singing group, but 
also as good-will ambassadors in the 
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treasurer; Lois Bunke, president. 


sense that they will meet members of 
European congregations after concerts, 
stay in their homes overnight, and give 
Europeans a chance to get acquainted 
personally with typical laymen from 
the United States.” 

Rehearsals for the program, to be 
sung in French, German, and English, 
will begin in August. 

While the chorus has made extensive 
tours in the States during the past dec- 
ade, the group also spent 18 days in 
Mexico and Guatemala in 1954. Last 
year the choristers toured Canada and 
the eastern part of the U.S. 


Institute Adds Service 
And Accessions 


Concordia Historical Institute, 
Synod’s depository for 30 years, during 
1957 served 10,000 people in historical 
matters. Among these were 3,000 in- 
dividuals who sought information for 
historical queries and research, Director 
August R. Suelflow reported. 

Five exhibits portraying the histori- 
cal growth of Synod drew 6,400 visitors 
to the Waltke Museum Room. 

Accessions during 1957 exceeded 
50,000 items, including 29,404 books 
and pamphlets. 

Last year, research by telephone in- 
creased 235%, photo-duplicating service 
137%, accessions 135%, and visitors 
104% over the previous year. 

The Institute, housed in a contempo- 
rary building on the St. Louis seminary 
campus, collects historical material per- 
taining to Lutheranism in America. 
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Zanesville Church 


Honors Layman 


Walter N. Mees has served Trinity: 
Lutheran Church, Zanesville, Ohio, in 
many capacities since 1906, when he 
came to the city. 

The congregation honored him i 
a service of recognition, Feb. 9. Rev 
Otto Stolzenburg of Columbus, a long+ 
time friend of Mr. Mees, was guest 
speaker. Trinity’s pastors, Walter Pohh 
and Herbert Krieger, officiated. 

Mr. Mees served Trinity as a member 
of the church council for 46 years; 
financial secretary, 43 years; Sunda 


Walter N. Mees 


school superintendent, a position he: 
continues to hold after 43 years; dea-- 
con, 30 years; Sunday school teacher, . 
eight years. 

In serving the church at large he has: 
been president of the Central Ohio: 
Lutheran Sunday School Teachers As-- 
sociation, 14 years, and of the Central’ 
Ohio Mission Federation, 15 years; 
first president of the Central Ohio Dis-: 
trict LLL. He is now a member of the 
international LLL Headquarters Build-: 
ing Campaign Committee. 

In the floor-covering and drapery 
business, he is president of Mees, Inc., 
Zanesville. 

“Church work has been my hus- 
band’s life,” said Mrs. Mees. 

Two daughters and two sons: Mrs. 
Katherine Dunzweiler and Mrs. Lillian 
Moeller, Edgar, and James, worship 
with their parents at Trinity. 

The two other daughters, Mrs. Mar- 
jorie Kieran, Phoenix, Ariz., and Mrs. 
Ruth Tobey, Levittown, N. Y., are af- 
filiated with Lutheran churches in their 
respective communities. 
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Argentine Election Poses 
Question Over 
R. C. Church’s Future 


Among Peron’s outspoken critics in 
} Argentina’s Chamber of Deputies was 
the 49-year-old lawyer Dr. Arturo 
§ Frondizi. 

} In the country’s first free presidential 
Jelection in 30 years, Frondizi, the in- 
transigent Radical Party’s candidate, 
won by a February landslide over 
{ Dr. Ricardo A. Balbin, who in 1952 
was the vice-presidential mate for Fron- 
dizi when he ran against Peron. 

Frondizi’s victory leaves the pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic Church in 
} Argentina wondering how it will fare 
after he takes office May 1. He adopted 
a no-commitment stand toward Roman 
Catholicism or any other church group. 

Roman Catholics are now concerned 
over agitation for a state monopoly of 
education, complete church-state sep- 
aration, restrictions on religious educa- 
tion in state schools, and the introduc- 
tion of legalized divorce. 

_ Presidential candidates of five parties 
claiming to have had strong Catholic 
backing because of their sympathetic 
attitude toward the church trailed in the 
10-party election. 

Anti-Communist and anti-Peronist 
Frondizi had the support of both Com- 
munists and Peronists because he advo- 
cated a government-controlled economy 
to lift Argentina out of its present 
financial and business troubles. 


- Protestants Increase 


W. Germany’s Population 


About 77% of the estimated 3,000,- 
000 refugees from the Soviet Zone in- 
to West Germany are Protestants and 
only 15% Catholics. 

As a result, traditionally Roman 
Catholic communities now have large 
Protestant populations. For example, 
Bonn, capital of West Germany, for- 
merly almost entirely Catholic, has 
nearly as many Protestants as Catholics. 

Munich, capital of Bavaria; Mainz, 
Diisseldorf, and other cities have under- 
gone similar changes in the proportion 
between the two faiths. 

The 1950 West German census re- 
corded 50.7% Protestants and 45.2% 
Catholics. 

Since 1945, membership in the Evan- 
gelical Church in the Rhineland in- 
creased from 2,400,000 to 3,600,000, 
causing an acute shortage of pastors to 
serve the Evangelical constituency. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Briefly Told 


Man of Year. Edwin R. Feld, 
real-estate dealer, member and elder of 
Faith Church, Allouez, Wis., was 
named “Man of the Year” by the 
Green Bay Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce for his outstanding work in serv- 
ice organizations, civic and charitable 
projects, youth, educational, and church 
endeavors. 


District a Beneficiary. A layman 
who recently took out a large insurance 
policy on his life named the Texas 
District Church Extension Fund as ben- 
eficiary of one half of the amount of 
the policy. He realizes that, humanly 
speaking, the mission program of the 
church depends upon the Church Ex- 
tension Fund. 


Circulation. The LUTHERAN WITNESS 
now has 454,000 subscribers. Each 
issue is printed in 480,000 copies. 


NRB. Dr. Eugene R. Bertermann, 
director of foreign operations for the 
Lutheran Hour, gave his presidential 
message last month to the National Re- 
ligious Broadcasters’ annual meeting at 
Washington. He urged the 120 con- 
servative religious broadcasters to main- 
tain program excellence and financial 
integrity, conduct workshops on radio 
and TV techniques, co-operate more 
closely with each other in preserving 
American freedom of religion and 


speech, and remain loyal to the truth 
of Christ’s saving Gospel. 
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Baptized at 94. The oldest member 
of Emmaus Church, South Bend, Ind., 
was Mrs. Alzadie Borough, who died at 
the age of 102 years and 2 months, 
December 30. Her neighbor, Fred 
Fromm, a member of St. John’s Church, 
Rochester, concerned about Mrs. Bor- 
ough’s spiritual welfare, instructed her 
in Bible truths before he called upon 
Rev. Theo. Kleinhans of Emmaus 
Church to perform the private Baptism 
when Mrs. Borough was 94. 


Trees. The men’s club of Capitol 
Drive Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, 
netted $2,200 for its treasury through 
the sale of Christmas trees. 


Forbidden. Archbishop Francis Beck- 
mann of Panama City forbade Roman 
Catholics to attend revival meetings 
conducted there by evangelist Billy 
Graham. Visiting seven countries in the 
Caribbean area, Mr. Graham said, 
“I seldom encounter official Catholic 
opposition in the U.S.” 


Termites. At its annual meeting, 
First Lutheran Church (not Missouri 
Synod) in Worthington, Minn., elected 
deacons, trustees, a Sunday school 
superintendent, and a termite com- 
mittee. Termites have wormed their 
way to problem proportions in the edi- 
fice during the past few years. 


Subscription. Synod’s South Wiscon- 
sin District voted at last year’s con- 
vention to send the WITNEss to every 
family in the District. 


A CHARLES BURCHFIELD WATER COLOR, “July Sun Pouring Down” was 
given to Concordia Senior College by the Meibohm family in memory of their 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Meibohm, art dealers in Buffalo, At the presentation 
in Fort Wayne were, l-r.: Rev. and Mrs. Theodore Meibohm of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Walter Meibohm, East Aurora, N.Y. 
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BILLY GRAHAM 


Can Synod’s churches support his crusades? 


By JAMES G. MANZ 


Many Lutherans speak well of Billy 
Graham. Attracted by his simple, un- 
derstandable preaching, they are 
aroused by his declarations of the Law 
and comforted by his proclamation of 
the Gospel. They appreciate his out- 
standing ability to use illustrations in 
explaining Biblical truths. 

Most Lutherans thrill to his eloquent 
exaltation of Christ as the divine Re- 
deemer from sin, death, and hell. They 
note that he preaches justification by 
faith, They agree with his childlike 
and complete acceptance of all that is 
miraculous and wonderful in Christian- 
ity —a verbally inspired Bible, and es- 
pecially the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, 
His physical resurrection, and the sec- 
ond coming in glory. 

They believe that much of the suc- 
cess of his evangelism is a fulfillment 
of the Biblical promise “My Word... 
shall not return unto Me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.” (Is. 55:11) 

Most significantly Billy appeals to 
laymen of churches which have not 
been stressing doctrine. His messages 
refresh a generation whose spiritual 
leaders dwell mostly on social justice, 
ecumenicity, and a hazy and generalized 
religiosity. A Christian minister speaks 
with certainty and authority when he 
bases his texts and his thoughts on the 
Bible. Graham does this, and he is 
respected for it. 


Why, then, doesn’t The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod advocate all- 
out support of these crusades? Why 
don’t the churches urge their constit- 
uency to join in Graham’s work? 

Billy Graham, an ordained minister 
in the Southern Baptist Convention, is 
generally considered a spiritual de- 
scendant of earlier American evange- 
lists, such as Dwight Moody and Billy 
Sunday. Graham’s spiritual roots are 
planted in the Fundamentalist churches, 
and his beliefs are nurtured by the con- 
servative Reformed. 

Lutherans and conservative Re- 
formed churches have many teachings 
in common: the verbal inspiration of 
the Scriptures, the depravity of natural 
man, the virgin birth of Christ, the 
substitutionary atonement through His 
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blood, His physical resurrection from 
the dead, and His second advent. 

The conservative Reformed churches 
merit respect for retaining and defend- 
ing these fundamentals throughout long 
and bitter disputes with Liberalism, 
which rejects such basic doctrines. 

However, there are other fundamen- 
tals which, ever since the days of Lu- 
ther, the Reformed churches do not 
accept. And as Luther — his con- 
science bound by the clear Word of 
God — was constrained to part com- 
pany with the Reformed (Zwingli, 
Calvin), so Lutherans today, if they 
are faithful to the Word of God and 
the Lutheran Confessions, must do the 
same. 

What are these fundamental differ- 
ences? We shall outline four with par- 
ticular reference to Graham’s preaching 
and crusades: Baptism, Communion, 
Conversion, and Religious Unionism. 


Holy Baptism 


Baptism, according to 1 Peter 3:21, 
“doth also now save us.” And Christ, 
our Lord, says in the last chapter of 
Mark: “He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned.” 

The Biblical doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration, precious to Lutherans and 
millions of other Christians, has dis- 
tinguished Christianity since its begin- 
ning. Baptism is the only means by 
which infants can ordinarily be regen- 
erated and brought to faith. And “ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.” (John 3:5) 

Although Graham stresses the need 
for being born again, he does not con- 
nect the Christian’s second birth with 
the “washing of regeneration and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Rather, 
Graham (Peace with God, p. 137) 
states: 

At the moment we repent of sin 
and turn by faith to Jesus Christ we 
are born again. ... We receive the 
breath of God. Christ through the 
Holy Spirit takes up residence in 
our hearts. We are attached to God 
for eternity. That means if you have 
been born again you will live as 
long as God lives, because you are 
now sharing His very life. 
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Although Graham — emphatically 
preaches repentance, he does not — in’ 
the apostolic manner — link repentance 
with Baptism. “Repent and be bap- 
tized, every one of you, in the name? 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the: 
Holy Ghost,” states Peter in Acts 2:38.. 

“He that believeth and is baptized! 
shall be saved,” the Lord Jesus said.. 
On the contrary, Reformed and Funda-- 
mentalist churches often prefer to call] 
Baptism an “ordinance,” “a sign andl 
seal of regeneration . . . not a means} 
of it,’ “a useful aid to maintain and| 
strengthen faith.” 

Infants are not baptized in Baptist! 
churches, because they hold that infants ; 
are unable to profess repentance toward | 
God and faith in Jesus Christ, the obli- - 
gations “symbolized” in Baptism. Bap-: 
tism is not deemed necessary for salva- : 
tion. 

The following statement from the: 
Baptist Leader, March 1958, p. 73, 
clearly shows that Baptism is not re--: 
garded as a means of saving grace: 

Although the two ordinances 

[Baptism and the Lord’s Supper] 
do not mediate the. grace of God, 
in the sense that the sacraments 
are thought to do in some churches, 
they picture it impressively, and 
thus aid the Christian in his atti- 
tude toward God and in his out- 
reach toward mankind. 


Holy Communion 


When our Lord instituted the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar, He said, “This is 
My body, which is given for you; this 
do in remembrance of Me. ... This 
cup is the new testament in My blood, 
which is shed for you.” (Luke 22: 
19 20) 

Does Graham ever preach of Holy 
Communion and the forgiveness of sins, 
life, and salvation given Christians in 
the Sacrament? Does he ever speak 
of the real presence of Christ in the 
Sacrament? Does he ever recommend 
the Lord’s Supper, in which Christ 
gives to every communicant as a pledge 
of the remission of sins that same body 
and blood with which He earned for 
us the forgiveness of sins? 

How can Christians be fully nour- 
ished and strengthened amidst the 
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trials and. temptations of life without 
ithe life-giving Sacrament of the Altar? 
Christians “show the Lord’s death” 
until He comes, 1 Cor. 11:26, by cele- 
)brating the Lord’s Supper and by par- 
Wtaking of the Holy Supper, which the 
ancients called the “medicine of 
immortality.” 

Conversion 


) When we say, “I believe in the Holy 
1) Ghost,” we really confess that “I can- 
Gnot by my own reason or strength 
4 believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
4 come to Him.” 

Natural man is “dead in trespasses 
and sins,” according to Eph. 2:1. He 
Jis totally powerless and utterly bereft 
7 of spiritual life. He cannot contribute 
J one iota to his conversion; he cannot 
= take a single step toward his salvation. 
1 “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord 
but by the Holy Ghost.” (1 Cor. 12:3) 

On the one hand, Graham recognizes 
{ man’s spiritual impotence, his inability 
} to co-operate with the Holy Spirit in 
} conversion. In Peace with God, p. 136, 
Graham writes: 

Being born again is altogether 

a work of the Holy Spirit. There 

is nothing you can do to obtain 

this new birth. 


On the other hand, Graham in his 
| sermons and calls for decision repeat- 
edly states that a person must by an 
act of his own will surrender his life 
to Christ and come to Christ; that 
a person must take the first steps toward 
repentance, or faith, or the new birth 
| —all of which seem to happen at the 
same time; and that once a person 
chooses and accepts Christ, then the 
Holy Spirit enters his life and produces 
the fruits of repentance or faith or the 
new birth. 

George Burnham and Lee Fisher, 
staff members of the Billy Graham 
Evangelical Association, in their book 
Billy Graham and the New York Cru- 
sade record Graham’s first sermon in 
Madison Square Garden. In his con- 
clusion (pp. 67, 68) the evangelist said: 

How can this encounter take 
place? It is not a matter of finding 

God. He has never been lost. We 

must place ourselves within reach 

of Him by repentance and faith. 

. .. You can come to Christ to- 

night. Right now this encounter can 

take place in the quietness of your 
seat, or perhaps as you go home 
and contemplate what you have 
heard and seen tonight. The mo- 


MARCH 25, 1958 


ment you are ready to surrender 
your will to Christ, the Spirit of 
God comes into your life and gives 
you a moral transformation, and 
you literally become a new creation 
in Christ. 


Curtis Mitchell, a regular feature 
writer for the American Weekly, in his 
book God in the Garden, reports: 


When a man surrenders to Jesus, 
Graham explains, the Spirit of God, 
who is the Holy Spirit, fills and 
suffuses him, body, heart and soul, 
and guides him henceforth. 

Thus a man is “born again” and 
comes immediately into the family 
of God. 

Graham’s mission at Madison 
Square Garden was to persuade his 
hearers to take the simple steps that 
led to being born again. 


In “The Marks of a Christian” (Chris- 
tianity Today, Oct. 14, 1957) Graham 
writes: 


When you come to Jesus Christ, 
it is also an act of your will. That 
is involved in that little word faith. 
I believe. I receive Christ by faith. 
It is an act of your own will when 
you commit your life to Him. . 

Another way to check yourself 
is to determine whether you have 
the fruit of the Spirit... . The 
moment you receive Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, the Holy Spirit comes 
into your heart. Your body be- 
comes the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
The moment you receive Christ, the 
third person of the Trinity, the 
Holy Spirit, comes to live in you 
and produces fruit. 


God in the Garden (pp. 135, 136) 
reports in detail the “final moment” 
when Graham extended “God’s invita- 
tion to repent”: 


“T am going to ask you to come. 
Up there—down here—I want 
you to come. You come —right 
now — quickly. I am going to ask 
you to get up out of your seats 
from all over the place — quietly 
and reverently—and come and 
stand here for a moment. Say, ‘To- 
night I receive Christ. I give my 
life to Christ. I will serve and fol- 
low Him from this moment on.’ 
If you are with friends or relatives, 
they will wait for you. 

“Don’t let distance keep you from 
Christ. . . . It’s a long way, but 
Christ went all the way to the 
Cross because He loved you. Cer- 
tainly you can come these few 
steps and give your life to Him. 
It’s an act of your will. You come 
right now! I am going to ask that 
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every head is bowed right now, in 
prayer.” 

Softly the choir began to sing, 
“Just as I Am.” 


“Men, women, young people, get 
up out of your seats and come. 
Stand quietly here tonight and say, 
‘T give myself to Christ.’ Come right 
now while the choir sings. Chris- 
tians, you pray!” 

Sometimes Graham prayed si- 
lently and then added one more 
plea: 


“The decision is up to you. No 
one can make it for you. I remem- 
ber when I sat there in that taber- 
nacle in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
They were singing the last verse of 
the song when I went forward. That 
first step was the hardest I ever 
took in my life. But when I took 
it, God did the rest. I woke up the 
next morning, and I- knew I had 
been changed. You can make a de- 
cision tonight that will change your 
life. You can be born again and 
you'll never be the same!” 


Because Graham preaches for a de- 
cision, his preaching emphasis tends to 
shift from God to man. Such preach- 
ing often obscures the fact that for- 
giveness of sins, life, and salvation are 
a gift of God’s grace; they are received 
only by faith which the Holy Spirit 
kindles and sustains through the Word 
and the Sacraments. 


The Bible, it is true, calls upon man 
to “choose” God, to “turn” toward 
God, to “come” to God, to “believe,” 
and to “repent.” 

The command to repent, for exam- 
ple, reveals the earnest desire of God 
for man’s salvation and the urgent 
necessity of repentance to bring this 
about. 

The imperative form, “Repent!” Lu- 
ther points out, does not imply that 
man is able to do the repenting. Were 
it so, God could not command a man 
to keep His holy Law, for the Lord 
knows man is not able to do so. 

The New Testament imperatives, 
“Repent! Believe!” are evangelical im- 
peratives. They were not intended to 
be an appeal to the human will as if it 
were capable of making a decision for 
Christ. A truly Scriptural call to re- 
pentance and faith points only to Him 
who alone can save. “Without Me ye 
can do nothing,” proclaims our Savior. 
God’s Holy Spirit, working through the 
Word, accomplishes the miracle of con- 


version. (Continued on page 21) 
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By Paul 


uman words have mysterious and 

magical power. Perhaps our age 

is particularly sensitive to the 
power inherent in words. It has ex- 
ploited the potential of words as it has 
exploited the mysterious powers hidden 
in the universe. 

Think of the advertisements and 
slogans in newspapers and magazines, 
on billboards and neon signs, and the 
commercials coming over radio and 
television, which scream and shriek at 
us not only to stop, look, and listen, but 
to change our beliefs and to believe and 
act contrary even to our best convic- 
tions. Their power of persuasion is 
oftentimes so insidious that they suc- 
ceed in making black appear white and 
white appear black. 

We become aware also of the grue- 
some and even satanic power of hu- 
man words when we read of prisoners 
who, after hours and hours of gruel- 
ing and torturesome questioning, deny 
what they believe in the deepest re- 
cesses of their heart and confess what 
their heart denies. And regardless of 
how strong a prisoner’s convictions 
may be, when he faces a world of con- 
tradiction and opposition, he may be 
ready to sacrifice his most treasured 
beliefs and confess error rather than 
truth. 

He Was Defamed 


In Heb. 12:3 the writer of the let- 
ter, after pointing to Jesus as “the Au- 
thor and Finisher of our faith,” urges 
his readers: “Consider Him that en- 
dured such contradiction of sinners 
against Himself, lest ye be wearied and 
faint in your minds.” 

This passage singles out those mo- 
ments in the life of the Son of God 
in which He was fearfully assailed by 
the defamatory words of His enemies. 
All ecclesiastical and political author- 
ities of His day had conspired against 
Him to cast Him into the role of a con- 
demned criminal and to destroy His 
personal moral honesty and integrity. 


He Endured 


What if Jesus had been overpowered 
by the threat and pressure of this con- 
tradiction and blasphemous opposition? 
What if He had declared in those final 
hours of the world’s destiny: 
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“The Burial,” 
Jaschke 


“It was all a hallucination, a grand 
hoax, a horrible mistake. I, too, am 
only one of many false prophets and 
Messiahs. No, I am not the Messiah, 
I am not the Savior of the world, I am 
not the Son of God. And so relieve 
me of these tortures and take me down 
from the cross.” 

This did not happen. Neither phys- 
ical nor mental torture dissuaded Jesus 
from that divine conviction that He 
was what He had proclaimed Himself 
to be, the Messiah, the Savior of the 
world, the Son of God. He rather 
preferred to endure this indescribable, 
blasphemous, and hostile contradiction 
of sinners against Himself. He endured 
it to the bitter end. 


For Us 


But what does that fact mean for 
us in the twentieth century? The writer 
to the Hebrews tells us: “Consider 
Him that endured such contradiction 
of sinners against Himself.” 

Consider, that is, ponder, reflect on, 
meditate on, give thought to. As we, 
in this blessed Lenten season, pause 
at the steps and stations on the Way 
ot Sorrows, as we again accompany 
the Savior from Jerusalem to Joseph’s 
tomb, we are to give thought also to 
the contradiction which He endured. 

Yet in doing so, we are not to in- 
dulge in maudlin sentimentality, not 
in pietistic exhibitions of bleary-eyed 
sympathy, not in poetic fancies which 
seek to describe every last detail of 
His great mental anguish. 

We are rather—and this is the 
greatest lesson of Hebrews —to re- 
member and consider that Jesus en- 
dured this contradiction of sinners 
against Himself for us. He did it to 
atone for our cringing and cowardly 
attitudes when we face opposition, for 
our unjustifiable apologies, for our de- 
nials when we should have been ready 
fearlessly to confess and to suffer for 


the convictions of our holy Christian 
faith. 
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“Test We Faint” 


But Jesus endured the opposition of / 
sinners also “lest ye be wearied and | 
faint in your minds.” This danger is} 
ever present, for it is always hard to! 
stand up under the fire of contradic- - 
tion. It becomes all the more difficult : 
when the enemy looks like a friend | 
who wishes to help us. 

A case in point: America is expe- | 
riencing something of a religious re- 
vival. We meet forms of religiosity 
everywhere. It is good to believe in 
God, we are told. In fact, you can't 
be a good American if you don’t be- 
lieve in God. Democracy and religion 
go together. 

But when we protest against this 
damning religiosity, when we confess 
that “all must honor the Son as they 
honor the Father,” when we _ speak 
of eternal punishment, when we call 
deviations from God’s Word by their 
right name, then we meet with violent 
contradiction. And if we dare to speak 
out our convictions in print and over 
the air, we are put down as incorrigible 
fundamentalists and medieval obscur- 
antists. It is then that we are more 
than apt to “become weary and faint 
in our mind.” 


Our Weapon 


We shall be able to endure the con- 
tradiction of sinners against ourselves 
only in the measure in which we take 
to heart the “for you” as the only 
reason why Jesus suffered the contra- 
diction of sinners against Himself. 
That consideration enables us to endure 
contradiction “for Him.” And we shall 
rejoice to endure such contradiction. — 

Against the insidious magical and 
mysterious power of the human word, 
which daily threatens to poison and 
destroy our souls with its contradictions, 
we have but one weapon — the Word 
of divine and eternal truth and Him 
to whom the Word testifies, the Word 
which became flesh and suffered and 
died that eternal truth might prevail. — 


- 
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eartbreak! Who will shrug it off 
as a mere figure of speech? 


A little boy cries himself to 
sleep because his hero, his father, has 
broken a solemn promise. 


- A young woman loses her will to 
live because her fiancé has married 
someone else. 


A mother sobs her heart out because 
her teen-age daughter no longer re- 
sponds to treatment for blood cancer, 
and death is only hours away. 


A pastor is on his knees, pouring 
out his woe to God; some members 
are sowing dissension in the family 
of Christ. 


These are but a few examples of 
heartbreak, of crushing grief and sor- 
row. The heart is more than a quiver- 
ing muscle or a pump in the chest. 
Heart, according to the Bible, denotes 
a person’s inner life; his thinking, feel- 
‘ing, and willing; and, at times, even 
his conscience. The heart can suffer 
anguish — and be broken. 


“God has sent Me,” Jesus announced, 
“to bind up the brokenhearted!’ And 
the Son of God has the qualifications 
to ease the hurts of every heart, to 
close the wounds of every life. 


Christ knows the heart of man. He 
knows how it should be. Together with 
the Father and the Spirit, Christ pat- 
terned the first heart. He started the 
first heart pumping in Adam’s breast. 


The heart He planned for Adam in- 
cluded holy thinking and feeling and 
willing. Adam knew God’s wishes and 
wished to do them. 


When Christ became flesh, His own 
heart followed the divine pattern. The 
“second Adam” had a healthy heart. 
He did not have to bind up His own 
heart before He could heal others. 


God’s attentive ear never heard a sin 
murmur in the holy heart of His Son. 
For the first time since Paradise Lost, 
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| heart pumping will heal . . 


pGhe Broken Heart ¥ 


B os eal By Arthur M. Vincent 


here was a Man whose heart beat in 
perfect love for God and for His fel- 
low man. 


Before sin-broken hearts could be 
made whole, Jesus knew, His own holy 
heart would have to be broken. His 
heart would have to stop beating to 
start other hearts beating for God and 
His children. 


Everywhere the Son of Man saw 
people with divided hearts — loving 
pleasure, comfort, honor, security, and 
power rather than the Lord. He heard 
double-hearted men who thought one 
thing and said another. He had fol- 
lowers who served Him halfheartedly. 
He experienced hardheartedness and 
heartlessness. 


“Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts,” was the Savior’s diagnosis 
of mankind’s heart ailment. Such 
hearts, He knew, stir the heart of God 
to revulsion and holy wrath. Right- 
fully so. Evil perverted the perfect 
heart which the Creator had planned. 


Because His own heart beat for man, 
Jesus willingly offered Himself a living 
sacrifice to God. He hung on a cross 
that reached, like a cosmic lightning 
rod, into the dark storms of divine 
anger. On the cross He absorbed the 
shock of God’s righteous wrath. And 
because the cross was grounded in 
human depravity and corruption, the 
charge broke His heart. 


‘“Reproach hath broken My heart,” 
says the psalmist of the Messiah, “and 
I am full of heaviness. And I looked 
for some to take pity, but there was 
none; and for comforters, but I found 
none.” 


The taunts of the Savior’s enemies 
cut to the core. But the sharp judg- 
ment of God over sin-broken hearts 
knifed His heart. 


Here, then, is the heart of the Gos- 
pel: Because His holy heart beat for 
us all the days of His life and because 
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“The Crown of Thorns,’ Hofmann 


His heart stopped beating for us in 
His sacrificial death, God has cleansed 
us from everything evil. Because our 
sins were laid close upon the heart of 
Jesus, they are removed from us as 
far as the east is from the west. Through 
Christ the way back to the Father-heart 
of God is open; we can come to Him 
as dear children come to their dear 
father. 


Jesus now sends the Holy Spirit to 
bind up our broken hearts. He who 
made the first heart from the dust of 
the ground takes the inner life of peo- 
ple, pulverized by sin, and creates 
new hearts. 


Christ creates us, His people, to the 
praise and glory of His grace. 


His heart started to beat again for 
you on Easter morning, and it still 
stirs with compassion for you. 


He has given you a new heart, 
which shares in the first resurrection. 


You have His promise to keep your 
heart beating and thinking and feeling 
and willing for Him forever. 


Waging Peace, Not War 


President Behnken reports 
on a conference called 
by President Eisenhower 


About 1,500 citizens from all parts of the United 
States accepted President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s in- 
vitation to attend the Conference on Foreign Aspects 
of United States National Security, held in Washington, 
D.C rebs 25. 


In his introductory remarks Chairman Eric Johnston 
impressed on us the nonpartisan nature of the meeting. 
All the participants — government officials, congress- 
men, businessmen, clergymen, newspapermen, and others 
— have one status, he said. “We are all American citi- 
zens.” All have one motive: “Love of our country.” 


Purpose 


Why did the President call this meeting? Deep 
concern for the security of the United States and the 
other free nations of the world weighs heavy on the 
minds and hearts of our officials and statesmen. 


Speakers on the program included Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles, Ex-Governor Adlai Stevenson, for- 
mer Secretary of State Dean Acheson, Secretary of 
Defense Neal H. McElroy, Director of Central Intel- 
ligence Agency Allen Dulles, former President Harry 
S. Truman, Vice-President Richard M. Nixon, Presi- 
dential Assistant for Science and Technology Dr. J. R. 
Killian, Jr., and three clergymen: Dr. Edwin T. Dahl- 
berg, Rabbi Theodore L. Adams, and Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen. 


The after-dinner speaker was none other than the 
President himself. All speakers emphasized the urgent 
need of national and mutual security. 


Threefold Division 


Today, we were told, the world is divided into: 
(1) the Free World, (2) the Communist World, and 
(3) the Non-committed World. 


In the latter group a big revolution is taking place. 
The nations of the non-committed world do not have 
economic freedom, and “without economic freedom, the 
world is headed for suicide,” said the Secretary of State. 
Aid toward economic security is of vital importance. 
Without aid the underdeveloped nations will fall prey 
to Communism. 


Why should we be concerned about this? Because 
“today America’s threat, and the threat of the whole 
of the free world, is Soviet Russia,” according to John S. 
Gleason, Jr., National Commander of the American 
Legion. 

Formidable Threat 

The threat of Communism is decidedly formidable, 
the Secretary of State declared. Are we aware of its 
enormity? Are we complacent and indifferent to this 
danger? Does it mean anything that 41 years ago the 
Soviets controlled nothing, and now they control one 
third of the world’s population? Do we realize that the 
Soviets aim to encircle and eventually to strangle our 
country? 

The Soviets are supplying more than 9,000 tech- 
nicians to the underdeveloped countries; the United 
States supplies only half that number. Russia has trained 
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a pool of experts at low cost. She has facility in languages 
and much shorter distances to underdeveloped countries. 


Khrushchev has said: “We declare economic war 
and will pursue it unto the end.” And again: “We can 
fight without bombs, and our cause will be victorious. 


Economic Aid 


There is no doubt that our economic-aid program 
is a “must.” Allen Dulles asked: “Can we afford to be 
second in a program of industrialization and general 
improvement of the underdeveloped countries?” He: 
also stated that the Soviets can and will continue their 
aid program at the same rate as now. “They have? 
scientific and technical knowledge.” “Neither the United | 
States nor any other country has a.monopoly on brains.” ’ 


Ex-Governor Stevenson said: “We cannot be po-- 
litical internationalists and at the same time economic: 
nationalists.” To attempt something like that would! 
jeopardize the wonderful freedom we have enjoyed. 


The world will be industrialized by the end of this; 
century, another speaker predicted. “What kind of? 
world will it be?” he asked. “We are deciding it now’ 
for our children and grandchildren. I am concerned |! 
about what we do now, not about what will be done: 
50 years from now.” 

Military Aid 

Besides economic aid, which all speakers ranked first | 
in importance, there must be military aid. Without it. 
the new countries, now enjoying political independence, 
would soon be overrun and lose their independence. 
This, in turn, would endanger our military bases in 
foreign countries. These bases are essential as a de- 
terrent to war. 


Of course, the United States does not want war. 
The United States will not start a so-called “hot war,” 
but if the Soviets were to start it, our nation needs the 
bases. Without immediate defense, our country and the 
other free nations would be open targets. Words could 
not describe the destruction which would result from 
enemy attacks. 

Staggering Sum 


Our nation’s military helps to maintain a military 
force of 5,000,000 men in the free countries. We fur- 
nish 20% of these men. The United States has 2,500 
vessels for combat and 18,000 combat planes. Other 
free nations furnish their proportionate share. 


_ The Soviets have highly developed aircraft, large 
military forces, and modernized military equipment. 
They are known to have 500 submarines. When we re- 
member what terrible havoc Hitler’s submarines wrought 
during the last World War, we shudder to think of 
what the Soviets might do to our ships if war were 
to come. 


_ “We shall spend $40 billion for armaments. This 
is the greatest armament race in history,” our former 
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)President stated. What a staggering sum! All this serves 
wmerely as a deterrent. But how long? The Secretary 
of Defense said that our military may prevent war, 
fbut this does not mean that Communists will abandon 
itheir efforts for world domination. 


Significant Time 


The situation is serious. Our leaders realize that 
}we are living in “critical,” “threatening,” “dangerous” 
§days. Our government officials want to do everything 
} possible to prevent a worldwide catastrophe, but they 
j are often at a loss to know what would be best for the 
i welfare of the country. 

For Christians the time has deep significance. We 
have a responsibility, not merely as citizens of our 
country, but also as Christians. We know that God 
controls the destiny of the nations; that our ascended 
Savior, “Head over all things,” holds the reins of the 
world’s governments. He can prevent the Soviets from 
carrying out their anti-Christian intentions. Hence we 
should pray for our country, for our officials, for the 
nations of the world. 


Pray for Peace 


Peace is a blessing of God, for which we pray. 
Is the world in such a dreadful turmoil today because 
we pray so little for peace? God told the captive Israelites 


Loose 


Corrective Praise 


All of us are subject to spiritual depression, prone 
to worry and anxiety. We have periods in our lives 
when our minds are like arid deserts, our souls are 
heavy with the cares of this world, and our hearts are 
empty of compassion and love for everyone except 
ourselves. If at such times we have nothing beyond 
ourselves, life with its responsibilities will break us. 
It will make us physically neurotic, intellectually lop- 
sided, and spiritually cynical. Praising God on such 
occasions is the best corrective for a melancholy spirit, 
and the singing of a hymn of praise may do more for 
us than a dose of tranquilizing pills. For as soon as 
we commence to praise God, we begin to realize the 
untold blessings that we have received from His gracious 
hands. : 

Praise lifts our minds from the contemplation of 
self and directs them to Him who is “the Fountain 
of life,” and in whose light we see life in its proper 
perspective. — Theology Today. 
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in Babylon: “Seek the peace of the city whither I have 
caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto 
the Lord for it; for in the peace thereof shall ye have 
peace, Jerez once 


To all Christians St. Paul says: “I exhort, therefore, 
that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings, 
and for all that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God, our 
Savior,” 1 Tim. 2:1-3. 

Do you offer such prayers privately, in your family, 
in your church? In these serious, critical days let me 
urge you most strongly to pray fervently for peace. “The 
effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” 

Proclaim Gospel 


We Christians must also remember that God has 
something to say about the “distress of nations with 
perplexity” and about “men’s hearts failing them for 
fear and for looking after those things which are coming 
on the earth.” God wants us to note these days before 
the end. “So likewise ye, when ye see these things 
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is 
nigh at hand.” 

Can there be any doubt that this aging world is 
hastening to its eternal doom? Apocalyptic days are 
upon us. This realization should move us to put forth 
every effort to carry the banner of the cross forward 
unto the ends of the earth. 

Bring the Gospel into countries where it is still 
possible to proclaim it. Communism has closed some 
doors. Let us enter the doors which are open. Jesus 
said: “I must work the works of Him that sent Me 
while it is day. The night cometh when no man can 
work.” What shall we say today? 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


Leaves 


Where God Takes Over 


Not long ago I was invited by a well-known surgeon 
to watch a complex operation he was about to perform. 
As he went through the laborious preparation for the 
operation, scrubbing for the allotted time, and being 
helped into cap, gown, and rubber gloves, he seemed 
confident but a little tense. “All set?” I asked. “Almost,” 
he replied, and stopped and bowed his head for a mo- 
ment. Then, calm and relaxed, he led the way to the 
operating room. During the operation his hands never 
faltered. Afterward I said to him: “I was surprised at 
your praying before you went in. I thought a surgeon 
relied solely on his own ability.” He answered: “A sur- 
geon is only human. He can’t work miracles by himself. 
I’m certain that science couldn’t have advanced as far 
as it has were it not for something stronger than mere 
man. You see,” he concluded, “I feel so close to God 
when I am operating that I don’t know where my skill 
leaves off and His begins.” — From the Reader’s Digest 
in the Sunday School Times. 
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Synod’s Board for Audio-Visual Education produces 
motion pictures, filmstrips, and records to augment the 
teaching program of the congregation and the general 
educational and promotional programs of the church 
at large. The board also produces visual material for 
various synodical boards and auxiliary agencies. 


Established by Synod in 1947, the board conducts its 
affairs through the audio-visual-aids service of Con- 


SUAL AID 


for Effective Teaching 
of God’s Word 


cordia Publishing House, St. Louis. The CPH Visual 
Aids Department has three divisions: production, dis- 
tribution, and utilization. 


Production: The Old Testament series of 14 full-color 
motion pictures and filmstrips, now being completed in 
Hollywood, is a major undertaking. Other productions 
have received numerous industry honors. All That 
I Have merited a Freedoms: Foundation award; Un- 


Two na 
onstraté 


Producing a motion picture requires “location” photography. View 
Scene from “Joseph, the Young Man” — in shows sets and equipment needed for The Unfinished Task. 
Old Testament series — calls Joseph from 


prison to interpret Pharaoh’s dream. 
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ished Task, a National Evangelical Film Foundation 
ward; Faith of Our Families and My Brother, Film 
ouncil citations. 


istribution: Quality visual materials are available to 
e church at the lowest possible cost. An extensive 
m library and a visual-aid inventory serve Synod’s 
mngregations directly and 250 denominational and 
pmmercial distributors throughout the free world. 


hops, attended by District representatives, dem- 
visual materials. 
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he Board for Audio-Visual Education. Seated, 1.—r.: Dr. Ernest Tiemann; Prof. 

T. Brandhorst, chairman; Rev. Victor B. Growcock, executive secretary. Stand- 
2g: Harvey Wangerin, Rev. H. A. Bielenberg, Rev. Karl Maier, Dr. O. A. Dorn, 
rthur Amt. T. G. Eggers was absent when the photo was taken. 


Utilization: For effective use of visual materials the 
board is launching a demonstration program for Sun- 
day school teachers, theological and _ teacher-college 
students, as well as pastoral and educators’ conferences. 


Forward —a visual-aids bulletin published 10 times 
a year — anda Resource Guide not only bring sugges- 
tions and new items of equipment, but also correlate 
visual materials with the planned parish program. 


Various types of equipment are demonstrated and visual materials previewed 
in CPH’s modern display and projection room. 


Film library for congregational use. All films 
for Synod’s TV program “This Is the Life” 
are handled by the Visual Aids Department. 


The Fort Wayne PTR Mission Rally 


“Lay Evangelism work reaps great harvests,” 


Church, in an old section of Peoria, IIL, 


bers gained in January. 


say the two pastors of Christ 
shown with 50 of the 70 mem- 


Lay Evangelism in Peoria Brings Harvest 


IN AN OLDER SECTION of Peoria, III., 
Christ Lutheran Church has been sery- 
ing the community since 1894, and yet 
the pastors, Revs. R. T. Eissfeldt and 
D. N. Wolkenhauer, report, “Lay evan- 
gelism work reaps great harvests.” 


Seventy lay visitors of the Mission 
Calling Committee saw some of the 
Holy Spirit’s blessings when 44 of 51 
baptisms performed in Christ Church 
during January were accredited, under 
God, to the lay visitors. 

On January 26, 33 adults were con- 
firmed. On Feb. 24, 150 prospects 
joined the new adult class. 

Shortly before Christmas, some 55 
new prospects — people whom the vis- 
itors called on for the first time — were 
added to the growing prospect file. 
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“This is not a once-a-year effort, but 
an ongoing program,” emphasizes Clar- 
ence Thrush, lay leader of the com- 
mittee. “Utilizing weekday morning 
and evening and Sunday morning in- 
struction periods, the pastors were able 
to run five instruction courses in 1957. 
The same number is being planned for 
this year.” 


Since the committee was formed four 
years ago, 239 adults have been con- 
firmed, and 510 children and adults 
baptized. 


“Christ Church’s experience proves 
that even in an older section of a com- 
munity, such as our parish in Peoria, 
many souls can be won for Christ 
through the Spirit’s work,” writes Pas- 
tor Wolkenhauer. 
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16,000 Attend 
Fort Wayne 
PTR Rally 


Dr. OswaLD HOFFMANN, the main | 
speaker at the Fort Wayne Preaching- 
Teaching-Reaching Mission Rally, al-- 
most missed the service when the car’ 
taking him to the Allen County Me-: 
morial Coliseum was caught in a traf-- 
fic jam. 

Several pastors of participating con- : 
gregations were not at the rally be-: 
cause the traffic congestion delayed . 
traveling. By the time the pastors ar-: 
rived at the Coliseum, all standing room 
was taken. 

The local transit company had 
scheduled special buses to the rally, but 
had to take several busloads back to 
the downtown area and refund their 
money, because “there was no room” 
left in the Coliseum. 

WKJG-TV had agreed to televise the 
service for one hour, but when thou- 
sands were unable to get into the Coli- 
seum, the station extended the TV time 
20 minutes for this program. 

A 2,000-voice children’s choir sang 
under the direction of Charles Henke, 
teacher at St. Paul’s School. 

The adult choir of 1,000 voices was 
led by Leonard Ramming, teacher at 
Bethlehem. 

Rev. Bernard H. Hemmeter, general 
chairman of the Fort Wayne PTR, 
presented the following summary of 
the mission endeavor, Feb. 9—13, 
which 30 congregations participated: 

436 for pastor’s class 

297 for Baptism 

494 children for Sunday school 
211 by transfer or reaffirmation 

30,903 at evening services 

1,547 nonmembers at services 

3,691 lay visitors 

7,720 persons contacted 


PTR Schedule 


April 27—May 1: Evansville, Ind. 

May 4—8: Duluth, Minn. 

May 4—9: South Burlington, Vt. 
Keene, N. H. 

Sept. 7—11: Lubbock, Tex. 

Sept. 14—18: San Antonio, Tex. 

Sept. 14—18: Northeast Nevada, 

Sept. 21—25: Danville, Il. 

Oct. 5—9: Rio Grande Valley, Tex. 


ss 
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Gains Through 
PTR at 


Milwaukee 


| THE PTR Mission WEEK in Milwau- 
) kee, Feb. 2—6, recorded the following: 


799 for pastor’s class 

} 674 for Baptism 

} 1,203 children for Sunday school 
114,739 persons contacted 

44,489 attendance at evening services 
| 49 churches participated 


In the downtown section of Milwau- 
kee stands Trinity Church — founded 
jin the same year that Synod was or- 
ganized, 1847. “Two white babies and 
seven Negro children under the age of 
five were baptized at Trinity, Feb. 9. 
Three of the latter are from the Daniel 
family and four from the Johnson fam- 
ily. These parents, who are not mem- 
bers, were contacted through the PTR. 


“Three more colored children will 
be baptized, but since they are more 
than 10 years old, they promised to 
take instructions first,” reports Rev. 
Erwin G. Tieman, who has been as- 
sociated with the congregation for ten 
years. Dr. Henry A. Grueber, 80, pas- 
tor emeritus, preaches at the German 
services. 


“Trinity has three colored families,” 
Pastor Tieman writes; “twin boys, who 
really know their Catechism, will be 
confirmed next year.” 


Missionary Elmer H. Thode of Hong 
Kong in December baptized and con- 
firmed 55 adults and about 60 children 
at three chapels. Eighteen of the chil- 
dren belong to three families. This 
photo was taken in Grace Church, 
Hong Kong. 
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After PTR in Milwaukee (1.—r.): Rev. Erwin G. Tieman, at Trinity Church, bap- 
tized Kevin Daniel, whom his mother is holding, and Edward Lowrey, Jr., for 
whom Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schwartz are the sponsors. 


Planning Intercollegiate Choral Festival. L.—tr.: Profs. Fred L. Precht, Spring- 
field seminary; Oliver C. Rupprecht, Milwaukee; Victor Hildner, River Forest; 
James Engel, Milwaukee; Herbert Nuechterlein, Senior College, Fort Wayne. 


CHORAL FESTIVAL, MILWAUKEE, April 13 


THE THIRD ANNUAL Lutheran Inter- 
collegiate Choral Festival will be held 
in the Auditorium, Milwaukee, at 
3) P.M. April13: 


Five hundred voices from six synod- 
ical colleges and seminaries will com- 
bine their talents to proclaim Christ’s 
Gospel in song. 

Prof. Victor Hildner of Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill., is 
chairman of the Federation of Chorus 
Directors and Managers, which is plan- 
ning the festival. 
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Other members of the committee 
who are not shown on the picture are 
Dr. M. Alfred Bichsel, Valparaiso Uni- 
versity; Prof. Harold Otte, Concordia 
College, St. Paul; and Dr. William B. 
Heyne, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

Tickets at $1.00, $1.50, and $2.00 
may be obtained from the Milwaukee 
Planning Committee, Concordia Col- 
lege, Milwaukee 8, Wis. 

Donations for the support of the 
festival may be sent to the same com- 
mittee. 
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Proverbs 


Wine Is a Mocker 


Proverbs 20:1: “Wine is a mocker, 
strong drink is raging; and whosoever 
is deceived thereby is not wise.” . 


One of the less attractive features 
of our national life is the increasing 
influence of alcohol upon the minds 
and manners of our people. The cock- 
tail party has become the hallmark of 
our society. Beer taverns dot our com- 
munities like a pox. Every banquet 
and reception, it seems, must be. lubri- 
cated by a series of toasts. Almost 
every restaurant and hotel dining room 
is flanked by a murky, smoke-filled 
cocktail lounge. 

The problem of drink and of intox- 
ication is age-old. Although the Scrip- 
tures permit the moderate use of wine, 
they have many words of warning, of 
reproof, and of condemnation to utter 
concerning this problem. Thus_ the 
writer of Proverbs sternly reminds us: 


“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is _ 


raging” (a brawler, RSV). 


Liquor indeed makes a mockery of 


wisdom, prudence, self-control. It re- 


duces man, who is made in the image 


of God, to a maudlin, incoherent cari- 


cature of his real self. It brings out : 
that which is vile and bestial within — 
man. It makes of God’s handiwork — 


mere putty in the devil’s hands. 

The daily newspaper brings a telling, 
tragic indictment against alcohol and 
its attendant evils: the record of 
blighted careers, of broken homes, of 
highway accidents, of disease and death 
attributable to both the use and abuse 
of alcohol. 

It is a tragic Commentary on our 
standard of values when the American 
people annually spend more money on 
liquor than on education; when high- 
level international conferences, at 
which the fate of millions of people 
is at stake, are conducted in an alco- 
holic haze; when we are subjected to 
a steady barrage of advertisements, ex- 
tolling the products of the brewery and 
distillery; and when the man of dis- 
tinction is portrayed as holding a 
whisky glass. 

“Whosoever is deceived thereby is 
not wise,” avers the holy writer. We 
covet for all men a full measure of 
that wisdom which preserves us from 
the deception that lurks in the bottle. 


THOMAS COATES 
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Why did English-speaking Protes- 
tants have to wait several centuries 
after the Reformation for a native Eng- 
lish congregational hymnody approxi- 
mating the glorious flowering of early 
German Lutheran hymns? 


First English Hymnal 


A beginning had been made. The 
first English hymnal after the break 
with Rome was a Lutheran hymnal: 
The Goostly Psalmes and_ Spiritualle 
Songes. Published in England between 
1531 and 1539 by Miles Coverdale, 
translator of the first complete English 
Bible, this songbook contained 41 
hymns, most of which were translations 
of Lutheran hymns, such as A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God; Dear Christians, 
One and All, Rejoice; From Depths of 
Woe I Cry to Thee; We AIl Believe 
in One True God; Come Holy Ghost, 
God and Lord! 


Metrical Psalmody 


Unfortunately, the English and Scot- 
tish churches turned their backs on 
Luther’s free hymns and chose to fol- 
low the false lead of John Calvin of 
Geneva, who decreed that no songs 
of “human composure” could be tol- 
erated in public worship. Only by using 
the divinely inspired Old Testament 
psalms, he contended, could God be 
worshiped worthily in song. 


Calvinistic poets turned the psalms 
into meter, and for some 200 years, 
psalmody became the established songs 
of praise in the English Protestant 
churches. Here and there some of these 
versified psalms were of rare worth and 
beauty, but by and large they were 
crude, unlyrical, and atrocious carica- 
tures, 

A New Day 

Came a day of change, not from 
poets of the Anglican Church, but from 
a Dissenter, the nonconformist clergy- 
man Isaac Watts. When as a youth he 
protested vigorously against the re- 
stricted use of psalmody in his home 
Congregational church at Southamp- 
ton, his deacon father challenged him 
to produce something better. Having 
written verse since he was a child, he 
furnished a new hymn for every Sun- 
day during the course of two years. 
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Christian Hymns 


The Father of English Hymnody 


First True English Hymnbook 


Watts continued to write hymns 
until the end of his life in 1748. His 
first collection, Hymns and Spiritual! 
Songs, 1707, was an _ epoch-making 
event in the history of English hym- 
nody. It was the first true hymnbook 
in England. 


Well does Watts merit the title “Fa- 
ther of English Hymnody.” He dis-- 
lodged from public worship the strait t 
jacket of Calvin, ineffectually attempted | 
by Coverdale, and clad it in the at-- 
tractive garments of Luther. Like the: 
German father of congregational song, , 
Watts transformed the psalms into free : 
hymns and New Testamentized them. . 
His hymns have dignified simplicity and . 
universal appeal. 


Naturally, among the 600 hymns he 
composed, not all are of first rank. 
Many have been replaced in Protestant 
hymnals by later 18th- and 19th-cen- 
tury pearls of hymnody, pearls without 
which the pioneering of Watts might 
never have been brought to light. 


However, Watts’s contribution is an 
abiding enrichment of congregational 
song, and some few of his hymns will, 
dare we say, continue to ascend to the 
Throne of Grace till they merge with 
the “rush of alleluias” and the “shout 
of them that triumph.” 


The Lutheran Hymnal contains 31 — 
hymns by Watts, 11 more than by the 
next-highest hymnist, Luther. Of the 
31, perhaps the following selections 
with main characteristics could be 
called classic, although choice is often 
a matter of personal preference: 


Before Jehovah’s Awe-full Throne. 
Reverence.— From All that Dwell 
Below the Skies. Majesty. — Oh, Bless 
the Lord, My Soul. Gratitude. — Joy 
to the World. Joy —Our God, Our 
Help in Ages Past. Solemnity. Rated — 
by some the greatest English hymn, — 
Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed. Godly 
sorrow. — When I Survey the Won- 
drous Cross. Wonder. Considered the 
greatest English Good Friday hymn. — 
How Beauteous Are Their Feet. Glad- 
ness.-— Am I a Soldier of the Cross. 
Fortitude. —Jesus Shall Reign Where’er 
the Sun. Triumph. CaBe 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS _ 


Question: What is the sig- 
nificance of the folding of 
hands during prayer? 


Answer: The Bible records various 


prayer customs, but the folding of 
Shands is not among them. Folded 


hands have been explained as signify- 


Jing willing surrender to God, which, if 
} true, is appropriate, but it may be no 
| more than an aid to better concentra- 
§tion of one’s thoughts during prayer. 


prayer customs: 


People in Bible days had various 
(1) standing, Mark 
(2) bowing the head, Luke 
(3) bowing the knee, Luke 


ae: 253 
1S: 13; 


9 22:41; Eph. 3:14; (4) falling on one’s 


face, Matt. 26:39; (5) lifting up one’s 
ayes, Ps.121; John 17:1; (6) lifting 


Jup one’s hands, | Tim. 2:8; and per- 


haps others. They express reverence, 
hope, consciousness of guilt, or sub- 


mission. 


External features of prayer are not 
important. They may or may not be 
used. The important thing is that we 
pray only to the true God, in Jesus’ 
name, in faith, according to His will, 
in sincerity, with confidence and per- 
severance. Such prayer is acceptable 
to God. 


Question: Is it true that the 
“double honor” in 1 Tim. 
5:17 actually means “double 
pay” for elders who labor in the 
Word and doctrine? 


Answer: The Greek word for honor 


has a double meaning in the New Testa- 


ment: esteem, reverence, respect 
einai; Heb. 2:7, 9;  2.Peter 
1:17); and price or value (Matt. 27:9; 
Acts 4:34; 5:2; 19:19). That the latter 
meaning does not apply in the passage 
you quote is clear. Elders (pastors) 
carry no cash value as far as their 
persons are concerned. 

However, Honor cannot in this case 
simply mean esteem, respect, or rev- 
rence — though that is included — but 
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hat’s the 
ANSWER ? 


® Significance of folded hands? 
@ “Double honor’ — double pay? 


i ® Teach before Baptism? 
1@ Love in hell? 
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must refer to some form of honorarium 
or compensation for services per- 
formed as indicated by the two Scrip- 
ture texts the apostle quotes in the next 
verse, | Tim, 5:18. Christian congre- 
gations owe their pastors and teachers 
both respect and compensation, honor 
and a livelihood. The apostle states this 
clearly in 1 Cor. 9:1-14. 

But what is meant by double honor? 
Does it mean double pay? If so, what 
amount should be doubled? That can- 
not be established because the Lord 
has not specified the compensation. He 
leaves that to the sanctified judgment 
and grateful love of each congregation. 

This much is certain: Christian con- 
gregations should hold their pastors 
and teachers in high esteem and love 
for their work’s sake (1 Thess. 5:13) 
and share with them in all good things 
(Gal. 6:6). Generosity toward  ser- 
vants of the Word will redound to a 
congregation’s own blessing (2 Cor. 
926) 

From this point of view double might 
have the same meaning as in Is. 40:2, 
where it signifies “abundance.” Yet 
some understand it merely as “honor,” 
both because of the age and the excel- 
lent service of their elders. Compen- 
sation is definitely included in verse 18: 
“For the Scripture saith, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the 
corn, and, The laborer is worthy of his 


hire.” 
infant baptism, why did you 


reverse the order of Christ’s 


words in Matt. 28:18-20 and place 
the teaching before the baptizing? 


Question: In an answer on 


Answer: The order of Christ’s words 
given in the answer is the same as in 
the original Greek text. 

The main verb in this statement is 
Christ’s command to His disciples that 
they “teach all nations.” The literal 
translation reads: “going forth, make 
ye disciples of all nations.” 
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Make disciples evidently means more 


than teaching. Christ’s followers are 
to make disciples, learners, followers, 
of all nations, of young and old. In 
what way? That is shown by the two 
participles, baptizing and teaching them 
all things which He had commanded 
them. The Word and the Sacraments 
are the means by which God offers, 
conveys, and seals to men the grace 
which Christ has merited. 

Infants are baptized and then taught; 
in the case of adults the process is re- 
versed. We believe the order of carry- 
ing out these activities of baptizing and 
teaching is not prescribed. Both are 
commanded by God and need to be 
done as the situation requires. Chris- 
tian discipleship is always a miracle of 
God’s grace. 
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Question: Is there any love 
in hell? This question, raised 
in our Bible class, refers to 
the rich man’s plea on behalf of his 
five brothers, Luke 16:27, 28. 


Answer: This question borders so 
closely on speculation that any attempt 
to answer it is little more than guess- 
work. Yet some Bible authorities ven- 
ture the explanation that the real con- 
cern of the rich man was possibly fear 
that his misery would be increased by 
the reproach his brothers would heap 
upon him for not having taught or 
admonished them properly. 

Assuming that love for his brothers 
moved him to make the plea, we might 
be inclined to equate such love with 
the natural love which even the unre- 
generate publicans had for their fel- 
lows (Matt. 5:46). If there is love in 
the abode of the damned, that love 
neither pleases God nor diminishes their 
indescribable torment. The true lesson 
of the parable is that we faithfully use 
the means of grace, here called “Moses 
and the Prophets,” which alone can 
create, strengthen, and preserve our 
faith and save us. O. E. SOHN 
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Christian 


Young People 


Make 
(GOOD 


WITNESSES 


Do Christian young people, espe- 
cially those of high school age, make 
good witnesses for the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Doesn’t their immaturity and 
lack of experience serve as a drawback 
in evangelism? 

These questions are raised by some 
adults because they are rather fearful 
of what teen-agers might do to the total 
cause of Christ. Much better to keep 
them under firm control in Bible class 
and Walther League rather than to 
allow them on the streets pushing door- 
bells for Christ. Sad to say, the church 
too often regards youth work as police 
action. 

Our Christian adolescents are vitally 
interested in spreading the Gospel, ac- 
cording to mail arriving at Walther 
League headquarters. Letters from 
pastors, lay counselors, and young 
people indicate that youth is seriously 
alert to the challenge of witnessing in 
this age of the satellites. Young peo- 
ple do not want to be tied down in 
the church basement. They want to go 
out into the world. 


Witnessing and the Walther League 


Launched this past fall as part of 
its New Dimensions program emphasis, 
the Walther League’s youth evangelism 
endeavor has caught fire in hundreds 
of societies throughout the church. 
Although the league has an impressive 
total of 95,000 members, the young 
people know that with prayer and 
work this number might easily be in- 
creased to 125,000 in the next two or 
three years. 

The main objective of this mem- 
bership campaign, which has the happy 
nickname “Big M,” is not to build 
a larger organization, but rather to 
enlist inactive members for organized 
work within the church. Even more 


18 


important is the effort to win un- 
churched youth in the community for 
service in the Kingdom. ~ 

Encouraged by their pastors, many 
Walther League societies invite un- 
churched friends to attend society meet- 
ings and to become members of the 
church. Thus the pastor will be able 
to gain unchurched youth for his in- 
struction classes. Hundreds of recently 
confirmed young people were enrolled 
through the efforts of leaguers. 


The “How” of the Program 


Youth evangelism material issued by 
Walther League headquarters consists 
of manuals, filmstrips, visual-aid helps, 
and tracts. Young people are shown 
how they, too, may become witnesses. 
One tract, aptly titled “The Big 
Choice,” puts it squarely up to the 
uninterested or unchurched young per- 
son to choose Jesus Christ. When a 
youth visitation team calls on the in- 
different, this tract is left in the home 
as a reminder of the need to decide 
for Christ by the power of the Spirit. 

Sociodrama techniques in developing 
witnessing knowledge, clinics and dis- 
cussion panels, and special youth evan- 
gelism services are other helps extended 
to the young people. 


The Results 


Some of the results of this concen- 
trated effort by our young people in 
witnessing are astonishing. Miss Karna 
Kohtz, the secretary of the Walther 
League Society at Bloomfield, Nebr., 
writes: “Our attendance has increased 
by a third, and we have gained several 
new members.” 

Miss Irene Grant, secretary of the 
Walther League Society at Hermiston, 
Oreg., writes: “We are happy to report 
that two persons invited to our league 
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are now taking confirmation instruc- : 
tion.” 

The Culver City, Calif., society re- 
ports: “Since we started our drive, we 
have doubled our league from 17 active 
members to 34 active members.” 

From Riverside, Calif., comes the 
news: “We've noticed a substantial in- 
crease in attendance since starting this 
program. I don’t believe we ever real- 
ized how many older young people 
our congregation has.” 

A pastor states that “we are getting 
the young people themselves to go out 
making calls.” 

And so the story goes. From Brook- 
lyn to San Diego and from Winnipeg 
to San Antonio, Synod’s youth is taking 
an active interest in gaining souls for 
the Kingdom. Whether it means active 
participation in a tremendous metro- 
politan PTR campaign or working 
quietly and steadily in an isolated rural 
parish, our young people are good 
witnesses for their Savior. Their en- 
thusiastic dedication certainly provides 
an antidote to the depressing news of 
juvenile dereliction all too prominently 
displayed in the public press. 


What Adults Can Do 


Students of the modern adolescent 
say that the hallmark of youth today 
is its uncertainty and its desire for 
adult approval. The church’s adults 
can give the Junior and Senior Walther 
Leaguers a tremendous lift in morale 
by encouraging their evangelism efforts. 

Instead of adopting a negative atti- 
tude and pointing out the difficulties, 
adults, singly or in groups, ought to 
cheer along the efforts of their young 
people in this field of church endeavor. 
Intelligent interest and kindly adult 
approval will spur youth to even 
greater efforts. AoPRoKs 
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Mission-by-Mail 

i Since the China Evangelical Lu- 
heran Church on Formosa offered 
Mission-by-Mail and the Lutheran 
Hour Bible Correspondence courses 
‘Ast year, a thousand people who other- 
wise might seldom come in contact with 
the Word now receive it regularly. 
Mailed each week, Mission-by-Mail 
firings to isolated families Scripture 
Ieadings, a sermon, and two hymns, 
jo that people eager to worship have 
Mlevotional material. A 50-page du- 
licated hymnal is enclosed with the 
st sermon. 


1 Beginning with a mailing list of 75 
Bames in February 1957, Mission-by- 
Mail has grown to 225 in one year. 
@he number includes 90 Lutherans 
ho, because of geographical or trans- 
portation difficulty, cannot attend serv- 
aces in the chapels of Synod’s church 
~n Formosa; 25 persons in hospitals 
tind sanatoria; 50 in military service; 
find 60 who, having heard the Gospel 
in the home of a friend, have asked 
'%0 receive Mission-by-Mail. 

} One woman uses Mission-by-Mail 
Wor a Sunday school in her home. 
A Chinese general’s wife uses these de- 
Wotions to teach a circle of officers’ 
wives. 

S. Van Worthington, business man- 
gager of Synod’s mission on Taiwan, 
freports that after 2,506 copies of the 
ficorrespondence courses were mailed 
jAug. 4, 1957, 712 recipients enrolled 
as students. 

Of these, 27% are military person- 
inel, 25% high school students, 13.3% 
jbusinessmen, 14% government em- 
ployees, 5% housekeepers. 

Only 300 of the 712 were Christians 
when they enrolled; 60 have completed 
the first course of six lessons. 

Each day’s mail averages four new 
applications. 


While formerly Synod’s missionaries 
stationed on Formosa preached in 
Mandarin, they are now intensifying 
attention to Taiwanese evangelistic un- 
dertakings. The Small Catechism, now 
‘translated into Taiwanese, will shortly 
reach the people, Missionary Michael 
C. Trinklein reports. 

From Taipei and Chaiyi, the centers 
of Synod’s work on the island, 17 sta- 
tions have developed. 

Last year, 1,204 baptized members, 
of whom 628 are communicants, 
showed an increase of 32%. In addi- 
tion, 358 were enrolled in membership 
classes. 

During 1957, 370 were baptized, in- 
cluding 169 adults. 

Church attendance, 
50%, totaled 24,538. 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Gross or Net? 


A vital question was raised in the 
February 11 “What’s the Answer?” col- 
umn: “Should a Christian’s offerings be 
gauged by his gross or his net income?” 

It is true, as the “Answer” states, 
that “God has not specified a certain 
amount, percentage, or proportion that 
we must contribute,” that “we have no 
right to prescribe how much any child 
of God should give,” and that “a be- 
liever does not have to be told how 
much to give.” 


However, this does not completely 
answer the question. It raises a point 
for which the church needs to provide 
guidelines within the framework of 
New Testament theology. 

The Old Testament had an easy so- 
lution. The law of the tithe and of 
first fruits apparently meant that a 
farmer who harvested 10,000 bushels 
of grain immediately gave God 1,000 
bushels. 

The New Testament does not present 
such a simple solution. Furthermore, 
our modern economy complicates the 
question. Most Christians who are 
eager to give generously will need 
a gauge to determine what real gen- 
erosity is. We need something concrete 
for our love to act on. It is not what 
we give, but from what we give that 
determines our generosity (the widow’s 
mite, for example). 


There is no law in the New Testa- 
ment that forces a Christian to bring 
the first fruits, but there are giving 
habits that break the First Command- 
ment and indicate covetousness. This 
is a factor when a Christian considers 
whether he should give from his gross 
or his net income. 

The Macedonians who “first gave 
their own selves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 
8:5), apparently gave the first fruits 
of their incomes to Him too. Bringing 
the first fruits (giving church offerings 
before spending our money on living 
expenses) certainly is indicated in Matt. 
6:33: “But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you.” 

In the previous verses (Matt. 6: 
24-32) Jesus indicated that matters of 
the Kingdom should have precedence 
over earthly matters. If we place eat- 
ing and drinking and clothing and lux- 
uries before the work of His kingdom, 
we are giving from what we can spare. 
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God does not want us to give from 
our leftovers. 


To avoid “leftover” giving, we need 
a basis for planned generous percentage 
giving. Does one figure from the gross 
or net income? It does matter! The 
method of figuring is finally left to in- 
dividual judgment and an enlightened 
conscience. 

Two extremes should be avoided. 
The first is to deduct living expenses 
from income before determining the 
percentage for God’s work. God is not 
honored when He is offered what is 
left over after we have had our fill. 

The second extreme is the view that 
a farmer or businessman should give 
his percentage from his entire income 
before deducting legitimate costs of 
operating his business. 

Honoring the Lord’s suggestions in 
Matt. 6:33 and 1 Cor. 16:2 will cause 
the Christian to adopt specific giving 
habits. 


Most generous proportionate givers 
and tithers in our church follow this 
guide for figuring the base of their 
income from which to give: 


A salaried person who has no busi- 
ness expense gives from his gross salary, 
not from his “take-home pay.” 


A businessman and a farmer give 
from an adjusted net income, subtract- 
ing only business operating expenses, 
not capital and expansion expenses. 
General operating expenses would in- 
clude purchase price of stock, salaries, 
rentals, business insurance and taxes 
(not personal), repairs, etc. 


General Considerations: Assets are 
needed to “make money,” but our offer- 
ings are not to wait until we have 
accumulated assets at the expense of 
our Savior’s work. Some of the de- 
ductions allowed by income tax re- 
turns should be counted as personal 
living expenses or as accumulation of 
personal assets. It does not pay to 
“drive a hard bargain” with the Lord. 
It is well to follow the principle of 
giving God the benefit of the doubt on 
any question concerning deductions 
before figuring the Lord’s percentage. 

We are not dealing primarily with 
money and giving, but with a way of 
life. This involves more than a for- 
mula for conduct: a Christian attitude. 
Needed most is a loving and willing 
heart! WALDO J. WERNING 


Lincoln, Nebr. 
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Problem No.1: Fifteen-year-old Su- 
san is having some difficulties about 
staying out late on dates. Her parents 
insist that she be in by midnight. Other 
young people in her group are not so 
restricted. “Everybody else is doing it, 
why can’t I?” argues Susan. 


Problem No.2: Janet and Bill are 
sixth- and eighth-graders. Every Sat- 
urday afternoon they want to go to the 
movies. Father and Mother insist that 
the character of the pictures shown 
should be decisive. Janet and Bill re- 
ply, “Every other kid in the neighbor- 
hood is going.” 


Shall parents yield to these pressures 
in the community, or shall the family 
maintain good Christian standards? 

A plague of conformity has infected 
family life in America. We seem 
driven to behave, to belong, to buy, to 
live “just like everybody else.” What 
family circle hasn’t heard: “Why can’t 
we do it? Everybody else does!” 

The “everybody else” reason is not 
a criterion by which the family meas- 
ures its Own actions. What we do 
must be tested by individual conscience 
and conviction. A certain way of life 
is not automatically right even if 90% 
of the people we know follow it. 

In some areas the family absolutely 
must not give in and conform because 
everybody else is doing it. If most of 
the people we know live beyond their 
income, must we? If others let their 
children rear themselves, must we? 

If other families neglect family wor- 
ship, must we? Can’t our family make 
independent decisions and maintain a 
Christian witness in the neighborhood? 


Adults must recognize that “every- 
body is doing it” exerts a powerful in- 
fluence on teen-agers. Characteristic 
of early adolescence is the accentuated 
longing “to belong’: to wear the same 
clothes as other teen-agers wear: to be 
able to do what they do and go where 
they go; to have “the right kind” of 
house with the right kind of furnish- 
ings, and to do things just as the 
Jones teen-agers do in their home. 


20 


THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Because 


Everybody 
Is Doing It? 


Much of this adolescent drive cen- 
ters in having the right goods and 
doing the right things. Often fathers, 
and especially mothers, are driven fran- 
tic by the pressure to “keep up.” Cou- 
rageous parents frequently say: “We 
can’t afford this” or “We don’t do that.” 
When the whole neighborhood votes 
the other way, a brave family stands 
together and declares: “This is the way 
our family will live.” 


This may be the moment when the 
family starts to grow up and grow to- 
gether. Now they may begin to break 
loose from a dying cultural pattern. 

The strength of the family lies within 
its solidarity in Christ. If the family is 
bound together by Christian love and 
concern, these qualities work together 
for the good of all members. The 
family decides what is the right thing 
to do according to God’s directives. In 
prayer, parents and children seek the 
enabling power of Christ to do His will. 

These actions may isolate the Chris- 
tian family from the neighbors. How- 
ever, isolation may produce better and 
proper witness. The family, under 
God, should feel within itself the in- 
nate rightness of what it does, even 
if the family goes contrary to the 
neighborhood. 


How can a family start on such a 
way of life? Organize a family council. 
Your whole family sits together and 
states your problems clearly and hon- 
estly. What is pulling your family 
apart? What is threatening your hap- 
piness together? What little things are 
causing you trouble and conflict? 

Let the members discuss and deter- 
mine the best possible solution on the 
basis of God’s Word and your own 
conscience. Then hold to these deci- 
sions even if they make your family 
appear “odd” or “queer.” 

Your witness will strengthen and en- 
courage many. Certainly your own 
family will develop character and learn 
to understand what it means to go the 
Christian way. The Christian Family 
Council pulls your family together! 

Harry G. CoINneR 
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“Difference Between 
Life and Death” 


Most of the Protestant churches in 
the U.S. observed “One Great Houn 
of Sharing,” the united appeal for 
American Protestantism for overseas; 
relief and rehabilitation. The Missouri> 
Synod does not hold membership in 
the National Council of Churches, and 
Synod’s Board of World Relief, there-; 
fore, does not profit in any way from 
the “One Great Hour of Sharing” ap-: 
peal. 

“The Missouri Synod’s ministry of 
compassion in World Relief is, for the 
most part, dependent upon voluntary 
contributions from congregations, so- 
cieties, and individuals,” said Rev. | 
Werner Kuntz, director of Synod’ss 
World Relief. 

He urged an increase in contribu- - 
tions to Synod’s World Relief “to avert t 
a tragic curtailment of relief operations } 
which mean the difference between life : 
and death for a great many hungry’ 
and homeless people overseas.” 

A minimum of 1,000,000 people in. 
21 countries have been reached with . 
the food, medicine, and clothing — : 
exceeding 30 million pounds in weight | 
— provided by Missouri Synod people 
last year, he estimates. 

“Suffering goes on relentlessly,” Pas- 
tor Kuntz writes. “The cry of human 
want and despair rings through the 
world as loudly as ever. The stench 
of human dignity in decay rises from 
refugee camps in many parts of the 
world; more than half of the world’s 
people are undernourished. Sheer 
starvation remains as the world’s most 
savage killer. The church is confronted 
with a call to have, after the example 
of the Savior, ‘compassion upon the 
multitude.’ ” 


Good Friday Thoughts 


See the love of Christ, our Savior! 
Even while His lifeblood flows, 

He is calling to His Father, : 
Praying pardon for His foes. 


Hear His golden voice ring clearly — 
It’s the voice heard through the years 
To admonish, chasten, comfort, 
To remove pain, sorrow, tears. 


“Father, them forgive, they know not~ 
What they do.” The noise is stilled, 
Taunting men and soldiers silenced 

Pause — their hearts with awe are filled. 


When faith’s flame begins to flicker, 

May we hear the voice divine: 

“Oh, forgive, My heavenly Father, 

This, Thy wayward child and Mine.” 
Marie C. Turk 


: 
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


BILLY GRAHAM 
(Continued from page 7) 


Religious Unionism 


) Those participating officially in the 
WGraham crusades come from practically 


)all churches except the Roman Catho- 


ea 


“his program of evangelism, which is 
spurely a basic work of the church, what 
Wwould hinder them from full fellowship 
With all churches calling themselves 
"Christian and accepting certain funda- 
mmentals of the faith? 


} Graham (Peace with God, p. 76) 
tholds that basically and historically the 
Warious denominations 


) may differ widely in ritual, they 
may seem to lock horns over tech- 
nical difficulties; but fundamentally 
they all recognize Jesus Christ as 
_ Incarnate, who died upon the cross 
and rose again that man might have 
salvation — and that is the all-im- 
portant fact to all humanity. 


Are we to relax our united defense 
Hagainst schism and sectarianism be- 
Hicause a sincere evangelist proclaims 
i basic divine truths, backed by a well- 
organized campaign and a forceful 
emotional appeal? 


) Early church history mentions “cer- 
tain of the sect of the Pharisees which 
i believed,” Acts 15:5. They were Chris- 
itians, but the apostles fearlessly and 
publicly opposed their legalistic false 
"teachings. We, indeed, do not presume 
jto judge Billy Graham’s personal faith; 
wiyet we must study and evaluate his 
) teachings in the light of Holy Scripture. 
i In general, his theology is that of Re- 
formed Fundamentalism, with its usual 
flavoring of religious unionism, and 
\false teaching on the Sacraments. 


Weaknesses in Revivalism 


Lutherans have always pointed out 
certain basic dangers in the revivalistic 
} approach to the unchurched. As the 
Graham revivals proceed, some people 
undoubtedly recall earlier warnings of 
former critics of revivalism. 


What about continuing Christian nur- 
ture and education? How can revival- 
ism truly integrate its “converts” into 
congregations teaching the full truth 
concerning Word and Sacrament? 


Does revivalism foster an unwhole- 
some emphasis on numbers, worldly 
success and standards in the church? 
Does it cheapen the church and its 
message and foster an individualistic 
and subjectivistic frame of mind? 


Does revivalism breed sectarianism 
and schism? 
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Does revivalism diminish respect for 
the ordinary parish? What about the 
daily ongoing work of the pastor in the 
small rural church, the old downtown 
congregation, the worldly and difficult 
suburban atmosphere? 


Does revivalism tend to avoid con- 
troversial issues and to overstress emo- 
tionalism? 


An honest evaluation of the Graham 
crusades recognizes that Dr. Graham 
does not have the calling of a parish 
pastor. He is an evangelist. He has 
a position in the public eye somewhat 
similar to that of the sainted Dr. Wal- 
ter A. Maier of our own Synod. 


Dr. Graham turns over to local con- 
gregations the names and addresses 
secured at his meetings; therefore we 
realize that he is not speaking to the 
people in the manner of one who ad- 
dresses his own congregation every 
week and who has a personal pastoral 
responsibility to every soul in his care. 


However, the specific points treated 
in this article must be considered in 
evaluating the strength and weakness 
of Billy Graham and the general revi- 
valistic approach to the unchurched. 
Evangelism is only a part of the 
church’s total task. 


What We Can Do 


Can Lutherans, then, have nothing 
to do with Graham and his crusades? 

We pray for him and his work. We 
ask God to bless his proclamation of 
Law and Gospel. Satan would love to 
bring this prominent preacher into dis- 
credit and thus harm, indirectly, all 
Christendom. 


Surely we can defend Billy Graham 
when he is attacked by liberal church- 
men who deny the fundamental Scrip- 
tural doctrines he preaches. 


Especially we pray God to give Billy 
Graham a full knowledge of His truth. 
A Christian, especially a Christian 
leader, should always remember 
Christ’s injunction to teach all that He 
has commanded. The Christian pastor 
should be able to say with St. Paul: 
“T have not shunned to declare unto 
you all the counsel of God.” (Acts 
AOE NA) 


We best serve the cause of evangel- 
ism when we, in charity and firmness, 
also point out errors and weaknesses. 
Modern evangelism as represented in 
Billy Graham has undoubtedly pro- 
duced much good in a confused and 
worldly church environment, 


Modern evangelism could accomplish 
more with the full Scriptural truth. 
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Postscript to Passion 
For Success 
By BJ;,OTTO 


Here’s a postscript to our discussion 
of America’s passion for “success” — 
in terms of biggest, fastest, highest, 
most — infecting the church. 

A woman in Oklahoma who read 
“Complete Nervous Breakdown Guar- 
anteed” [WITNEss, January 28, p. 2] 
promptly sent me a church ad from 
her newspaper: 


The City’s Downtown _____- Church 
OFFERS YOU 


the city’s LARGEST church off-street 
parking lot 
the city’s LARGEST church choir 


the city’s LARGEST ______ 
School 


Sunday 


See what I mean? 

Incidentally, I wonder how big a 
chunk of God’s Word they get — after 
parking in the biggest parking lot and 
hearing the biggest choir give a big 
anthem the biggest working over you’ve 
probably ever heard. 

Seriously, this Jargest business puts 
a man like me and a parish like mine 
at a sorry disadvantage. 

That parking-lot ad calls for in- 
genuity. 

Come to think of it, I have a couple 
of former basketball players in my 
congregation. So how about this: 

“Worship here! Be welcomed by 
the tallest ushers in town.” 

Or this: 

“Come to our church, where giving 
hurts the least — the men who receive 
your offerings have the widest grins 
in the county.” 

Or, if you want one with just a wee 
dash of modesty, we could try this: 

“We may not have the biggest bell 
in town, but we ring it longer than 
anyone else.” 

As a last resort, without a nickel 
to our name, we could build a big, 
fancy church with all the “extras,” and 
then an ad like this would catch the 
eye: 

“Are you in debt? So are we. Wor- 
ship here. We “have the biggest debt 
in town.” 

But the ad to end all ads— and 
this 'd like to see — would read: 

“Join the church where you will feel 
at home. We have the biggest bunch 
of sinners in the state.” 

Which just about squeezes that one 
dry. Central Illinois District Edition 


21 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Installed: PASTORS 


Becker, A. Donald, St.John, North Branch, 
Minn., by A. W. Roegge, Feb. 9 

Betow, Burton C., St. James and Zion, R. 2, 
Parkers Prairie, Minn., by H. H. Laabs, 
Jan. 12. 

Bickel, Emil L., Concordia, Frohna, Mo., by 
Oscar Hemmann, Feb. 2. 

Brueggemann, Carl W., St. Paul, 

Idaho, by Alwin Reimnitz, Jan. 26. ‘ 

Cattau, Ray, Mount Calvary, Janesville, Wis., 
by M. C. Droegemueller, Feb. 16. 

Gieschen, Theo. C., Beacon, Seattle, Wash., 
by Harold G. Johnson, Feb. 9. 

Gramlich, W. A., St.John (White Creek), 
Columbus, Ind., by Victor A. Mack, Feb. 9. 

Gruett, Martin E., Immanuel, Polk, Nebr., 
by Earl Finnigsmier, Jan. 19. 

Hartner, Henry G., First Trinity, Oakland, 
Calif., by Walter Luebkeman, Feb. 2. 

Hassold, William J., Zion, Oberlin; and Saint 
Paul, Gladwin, Mich., by F. H. Reimann, 
Feb. 9. 

Hofius, Walter, Concordia, Newfane, N. Y., by 
Ernest E. Heuer, Feb. 9. 

Huth, Harry A., Holy Cross, 
Minn., by F. E. Geske, Dec. 8 

Jank, Paul R., St.John, Lily; and St. Mat- 
thew, White Lake, Wis., by Richard Tre- 
main, Feb. 2. 

Kalthoff, Reinold H., First, Los Angeles, Calif., 
by Theo. C. Schoessow, Feb. 9. 

Klawitter, Harold J., First, Muskogee, Okla., 
by Walmar W. Frank, Feb. 9. 

Lowe, Charles W., Bethlehem, Aiken, S.C., 
by Dean E. Tegeler, Feb. 9. 

Maack, Alvin W., St. Mark, Steeleville, Ill., 
by H. C. Welp, Feb. 9. 

Mehringer, Wm. G., Calvary, Buffalo, N. Y., 
by Pres. H. G. Kleiner, Feb. 2. 

Moellman, Carl, First, Charlotte, Mich., by 
Richard C. Stuckmeyer, Feb. 9. 

Neebe, Frederick L., St. Paul, Cortland, N. Y., 
by Charles Frenzel, Feb. 9. 

Pallmeyer, Paul H., Christ, Hartford, Conn., 
by Martin C. Duchow, Feb. 2. 

Raap, George P., Redeemer, Almora; and 
Trinity, Deer Creek, Minn., by Arthur E. 
Beck, Feb. 16. 

Rogness, Emmet C., St. Paul, Wakefield, Nebr., 
by K. F. Wentzel, Feb. 9. 

Schelter, Herman J., Zion (Walburg), George- 
town, Tex., by D. D. Dautenhahn, Feb. 2. 
Schlegelmilch, Otto R., St. John, Charter Oak, 

Iowa, by Hugo Nieting, Feb. 9. 

Siegel, Paul F., Trinity, Ludell, Kans., by 
Clarence L. Schultz, Feb. 2. 

Speckhard, Thomas, Asst., Redeemer, Denver, 
Colo., by Ray H. Beins, Jan. 26. 

Streufert, Carl, as secretary of leadership 
training, Walther League, at Our Savior, 
Chicago, Ill., by Dan R. Ludwig, Feb. 9 

Tschirley, Richard A., Grace, Enterprise, 
Oreg., by Victor A. Schulze, Feb. 2. 

Van der Bloemen, Thomas G., Immanuel, 
Walker; and St.John, Akeley, Minn., by 
C. D. Uetzmann, Feb. 9 and 16. 

Wahl, Martin W., St. John, Hemet, Calif., by 
A. H. Herkamp, Feb. 9. 

Wetzstein, Waldemar H., Grace, Chicago, IIl., 
by Edgar H. Behrens, Feb. 2. 


Jerome, 


Minneapolis, 


Installed: ef AR 
Bertram, Gerhardt P., St.John, Stuttgart, 
Ark., by Ernest A. Brockmann, Jan. 26. 


Speckhard, Herman J., St. Stephen, Hickory, 
N.C., by L. A. Wolf, Feb. 2. 

Wiegman, Eugene, Trinity, Winfield, Kans., 
by C. R. Zehnder, Feb. 9. 


Official Notices 


Harry Giesselman, Jr., who received Bache- 
lor of Music and Master of Music degrees 
from the University of Nebraska, and who 
is now instructor of music at Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., where he 
has taken 17 hours of religion, is making 
application for a colloquy to become a cer- 
tified teacher in the schools of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. — Henry F. Kroun, 
President, Southern Nebraska District. 


Teacher Henry C. Rupp, Emmaus Lutheran 
Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., has accepted the 
appointment as teacher member of the syn- 
odical Church Extension Board to succeed 
Fred E. Lietz, who accepted the executive 
secretaryship. — Frep E. Lietz, Executive 
Secretary. 


Pup. 


District Conventions 


April 7—11. Texas: Austin. Essayist: Dr. Ar- 
thur C. Repp. 

April 13—18. Southern California: Santa Bar- 
bara. “The Sermon in the Worship Serv- 
ice’ and “Group Dynamics.” Prof. Mark 
J. Steege and Dr. Warren H. Schmidt. 

April 22—25. Florida-Georgia: Lakeland, Fla. 
“The Christian, the Church, and the Social 
Order.” Dr. Walter F. Wolbrecht. 

May 5—8. Southeastern: Baltimore, Md. Es- 
sayist: Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan. 

June 9—12. Ontario: Windsor. ‘‘The Church 
and Its Ministry.”” Prof. Lorman Petersen. 

June 9—13. Northwest: Portland, Oreg. “‘Aims 
of Christian Education” and ‘The Use of 
Law and Gospel in the Total Ministry of 
the Church.” Prof. Karl W. Keller and 
Prof. David S. Schuller. 

June 16—19. California and Nevada: Oakland, 
Calif. “The Place of Conservative Lu- 
theranism in the Ecumenical Movement.” 
Dr. Gilbert A. Thiele. 

June 16—20. Western: St.Louis, Mo. “Light 
on Scripture from Ancient Palestinian Cus- 
toms.” Dr. Arthur W. Klinck. 

June 16—20. Central: Fort Wayne, Ind. 
“Strange Altars.’’ Rev. Julius W. Acker. 

June 23—26. Atlantic: Bronxville, N. Y. 

June 23—26. Northern Illinois: River Forest. 
“The Unity of Scripture.’’ Dr. Walter R. 
Roehrs. 

June 23—26. Eastern: Angola, N. Y. “The Use 
of Law and Gospel in the Ministry of the 
Church.” Prof. David S. Schuller. 

June 23—27. North Dakota: Grand Forks. ‘‘The 
Book of Job.” Rev. B. J. Loesel. 

June 23—27. South Wisconsin: Milwaukee. 
“Fraternalism in the Light of Scripture.” 
Rev: Julius W. Acker. 

June 24—27. English: Fort Wayne, Ind. Es- 
sayists: Revs. Erwin Kurth, Alfred Doerf- 
fler, and Paul S. Hansen. 

June 24—27. Manitoba and Saskatchewan: 
Fort Qu’Appelle, Sask. 

July 1—4. A.B.C.: Edmonton, Alberta. “The 
Sacrament of Baptism.’ Prof. Albert R. 
Riep. 

August 11—14. Iowa East: Waterloo. 
gelism.”” Rev. Oswald A. Waech. 
August 11—14. Sowthern Nebraska: Seward. 
“The Lodge Problem as It Confronts the 
Church Today.” Rev. Theodore F. Nickel. 

August 17—21. Colorado; Colorado Springs. 

August 17—21. Michigan: Kalamazoo. 

August 18—21. North Wisconsin: Stevens 
Point. “Spiritual Power for Your Congre- 
gation.”” Dr. Carl W. Berner. 

August 18—22. Northern Nebraska: Seward. 
“Doctrine of the Church.” Prof. David S. 
Schuller. 

August 18—22. Kansas: Winfield. ‘Marriage 
and Divorce in the Light of Scripture.” 
Prof. Otto E. Sohn. 

August 18—22. Minnesota: St. Paul. 

August 24—27. Iowa West: Lake Okoboji. 
“Evangelism, the Greatest Work in the 
World.” Rev. Oswald A. Waech. 

August 24—28. Central Illinois: Springfield. 

August 25—29. Oklahoma: Stillwater. “Chris- 
tian Education.” Rev. August W. Brustat. 

September 22—26. South Dakota: Sioux Falls. 
“The Acts and Mission.” Dr. H. A. Mayer. 

wotrenys 6—10. Montana: Great Falls or Glen- 
ive. 

October 20—24. Southern Illinois: Centralia. 

October 27—31. Southern. 


“Evan- 


Call Declined and Call Accepted 


Rev. Wilbert J. Fields declined the call to 
the presidency, and Asst. Prof. Donald W. 
Lorenz accepted the call to an associate pro- 
fessorship in science and mathematics, Con- 
cordia College, Portland, Oreg. — ARTHUR 
ScHOENNAuER, Secretary, Board of Electors. 


Election Result 


Rev. Erhardt P. Weber, West Lafayette, 
Ind., was elected to the presidency of Con- 
cordia College, Portland, Oreg., March 5, 1958. 
FF we yal SCHOENNAUER, Secretary, Board of 

ontrol. 


Notices 


The 14th annual Valparaiso University 
Social Work Institute will be held on the 
campus of Valparaiso University, July 30 to 
August 1, 1958. The Institute will follow 
the Midwest Regional Meeting of the As- 
sociated Lutheran Charities, which will also 
be held at Valparaiso University, July 28 
and 29. For information concerning regis- 
tration and room reservations, write to Val- 
paraiso University. — Cuartes F. TuscHutne, 
Director, Social Work Institute. 


The Wheat Ridge Foundation provides sev- 
eral undergraduate scholarships to those who 
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wish to begin their preparation for service 
in a Lutheran welfare agency by taking the: 
social work curriculum at Valparaiso Uni-. 
versity. Final date for filing application for) 
scholarship is April 1, 1958. For information 
and applications, write to Wear Ruipce; 
Founpation, Committee on Scholarships, Val- 
paraiso University, Valparaiso, Ind. 


Synod’s Department of Social Welfare has 
received a number of inquiries regarding 
services to immigrants or prospective immi- 
grants. The following information will be 
helpful to pastors and members who_ have 
questions regarding resettlement of refugees 
or service to immigrants: ; i 

Lutheran Refugee Service is a service to 
refugees, i.e., people who had to flee from) 
i Communist-controlled jj 


26th St., New York 10, N. Y. : 

Immigrants are people who are residents } 
of European countries (not refugees) and | 
who must enter the U.S. under our immi- | 
gration laws. Lutheran Refugee Service does } 
not offer services to such immigrants. 

The Department of Social Welfare of our ' 
Synod, however, will respond to requests for ' 
information regarding services to immigrants. 
If there are particular difficulties involved in 
the situation, the department will refer such 
requests to the newly established Service to 
Immigrants of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil. Our Synod does not participate in this 
enterprise, but it is developing plans to pur- 
chase expert service in difficult cases from 
this agency. 

The Atlantic District offers members of 
our Synod reception services for immigrants 
passing through the piers and terminals of 
New York City. Write the Metropolitan 
Lutheran Inner Mission Society, 422 West 
44th St., New York 36, N.Y., giving exact 
time and place of arrival of the immigrants, 
together with identifying information. 

Our Synod does not provide sponsors to 
sign the necessary affidavits of support. These 
must be secured locally. —H. F. Winn, Exec- 
utive Secretary, Department of Social Wel- 
fare, 210 N. Broadway, St.Louis 2, Mo. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Anderson, Prof. Luther H., 8030 Harwood 
Ave., Milwaukee 13, Wis. 

Collins, Edward G., Fairchild, Wis. 

Frerking, Roland F., 1015 N. W. 12th Ave., 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Gierke, Paul H., em., Box 43, Lester Prairie, 
Minn. 

Heise, Henry, em., 415 Greenwood Rd., Mc- 
Cullom Lake, McHenry, Ill. 

Malinsky, Walter G., Jerusalem Rd., Kings-~ 
ville, Md. 

Mayer, James W., Vaniyambadi, North 
Arcot Dist., India 

Mette, Albert H., Venango, Nebr. 

Meyer, Paul G., 80 Lynncrest Terr., Buf- 
falo* 25, Niw- 

Michels, W. Harvey, 1104 School St., Hills- 
boro, Ill. 

Molzan, Harold G., 612 Oak St., Saginaw, 
Mich. 

Mueller, Charles R., 1810 S. 75 E., Bounti- 
ful, Utah 

sean Osborn J., 2419 Lake Dr., Loveland, 

olo. 


Reiss, Chap. (Col.) Wm. J., Hdq. Eighth 
ie = Army, APO 301, San Francisco, 
alif. 

Sallach, Donald E., 1205 W. Selma St., 
Dothan, Ala. 


Schutz, Elmer T., R. 2, York, Nebr. 

Sebald, George A., em., New Haven, Mich. 

Strege, Paul, 15 Nakano-cho, Ichigaya, 
Shinju-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 

Streufert, Carl A., 875 N. Dearborn St., 
Chicago 10, Ill. 

Tschirley, Richard A., Box 474, Enterprise, 


Oreg. 
Martin W., 130 N. Buena Vista, 


Wahl, 
Hemet, Calif. 

Weber, John R., 3 Leslie St., Newark 8, N. J. 

Teachers: 


Hildner, Prof. Victor, 1123 Monroe, River 
Forest, Ill. 


Mieger, Alfred W., 512 W. Heb : 
Glendora, Calif. one 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Letters 


) How often a Christian ponders the 
Wquestions answered in “Heaven Is My 
Home,” in the Feb. 11 Witness. 

) If I should suddenly be visited by death 
(1 am now 86), I often ask myself, 
“would I be ready for Paradise? 

)) The article on heaven shows the Chris- 
jtian what all the preaching from the pul- 
‘}pit has meant for him. 


) Proffit, Va. A. L. BARGER 


i Angels Were in Charge 


%) On January 22 at 9:30 A.M. Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., was aroused by a mighty 
§blast when a tank car filled with lacquer 
solvent exploded at the edge of the city. 
) Windows were broken in homes, 
schools, stores, and churches for miles in 
flevery direction. Ceilings were loosened. 
=| Walls were cracked. Doors were broken. 
\}A few houses were pronounced almost 
a total loss by insurance adjusters. 

Two hundred people were treated for 
Hcuts. Most seriously injured were two 
"railroad employees working close to the 

scene of the blast. 

How so much damage could be done 
fand so many injured without a single 
jfatality is truly amazing. Many reports 
jof narrow escapes were told as people 
related how they “happened” to be in the 

right part of the building at the time. 

The psalmist said: “He shall give His 
angels charge over thee to keep thee in 
all thy ways.” 

) Four Lutheran churches of the Mis- 
souri Synod are located within four miles 
1 of the site of the explosion: Holy Ghost, 
1 Bergholz, Robert Jaeger, pastor; Trinity 
4 and Grace, Niagara Falls, Paul Harten- 
9 berger and Lawrence Herfurth, pastors; 
i and Hope, Niagara Township, Ora Rie- 
— mer, pastor, just one mile from the scene 
1 of the explosion. 
|} More than $1,000 damage was done 
to Hope Church and the parsonage. 
Mrs. Riemer, who was in the living 
room at the time, escaped injury when 
the double-pane picture window cracked. 
The frame, though loosened from the 


DR. AND MRS. JOHN THEODORE MUELLER celebrated their golden wed- 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


wall, did not give way. The church’s large 
Gothic window, however, was ruined 
when the wooden cross pieces broke. 

The explosion made a crater 140 feet 
wide and 40 feet deep at the scene. 

Fragments of the tank car and the 
railroad track pierced some _ buildings. 
A six-inch length of the upper half of 
railroad track landed in the driveway be- 
tween Hope Church and the parsonage, 
missing both buildings by only 20 feet. 

In our parish two Sunday school fam- 
ilies living a half mile from the explo- 
sion had to move out of their homes. 
In one case, Mrs. Floyd Haggerty had 
glass removed from deep cuts in one foot, 
and her six-year-old son was treated for 
cuts. Every window in both houses was 
blown in. Four of the children were in 
school at the time. 


(Rev.) OrA RIEMER 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 


Works Two Ways 


After reading of the church member 
who asked his minister to preach on “Do 
We Know Each Other on Earth?” (“Loose 
Leaves,” Feb. 11, 1958, WITNEss, p. 11), 
I felt I must make a few comments. 

Certainly it is right and commendable 
to be friendly and sympathetic to other 
Christians and visitors who worship in our 
churches. The lack of friendliness, how- 
ever, seems to be a complaint found all 
over. Is it always the fault of the church 
and its members? One new member can 
comment on the friendliness of a church 
while another who joined at the same 
time can have just the opposite reaction. 

Here was a person who probably did 
not take part in any of the church’s func- 
tions, did not ask to do anything for the 
church, or did not make any forward 
effort on his own. Do we have to be 
invited to join the ladies’ auxiliary or to 
speak up at a church meeting? 

If people who feel unwanted or neg- 
lected would honestly show their willing- 
ness to perform for Christ, they would 
probably find every congregation friendly. 


Mrs. CHARLES H. BRADBURY 
Topeka, Kans. 


ding anniversary, Feb. 25. They were married in New Orleans. Since 1920 
Dr. Mueller has been a professor at the St. Louis seminary. Mrs. Mueller, the 
former Adeline Meibohm, is the daughter of Teacher D. Meibohm, Children, 
1—-r.: Rev. Norbert, Long Beach, Calif.; Marilyn, St. Louis; Rev. Arlo, North 
Bergen, N.J.; Irma, Glendale, Calif.; Rev. Armand, Reno, Nev. 
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Our Venture of Faith 
February 1 to March 1, 1958 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


Alberta and British Col. __ $ 3,266.24 
Atlanticueeeenmee te. eerie Se 25,727.81 
California and Nevada 23,750.00 
Centralia: ee Maes = aL 65,392.00 
Coniraleilinoises == 24,087.03 
Colorado ee 15,000.00 
Baste rin =sie tes es ees 17,543.55 
Enclishmperseme sepa ee eee ae 50,195.42 
Florida-Georgia —_--__-_ 5,044.04 
Iowa East bce ie 13,000.00 
Lowa. West S222 ee 23,746.00 
Kansas 22 eee 19,000.00 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan —_—_—___ 
Niichigan: oat oe ere 67,231.19 
IMannesota, . =. 60,490.15 
Montana’... 20s aaa —_—___—_ 
NOTE Dakota eee 9,262.23 
North Wisconsin ______ 22,877.28 
Northern Illinois: 41,163.19 
Northern Nebraska ________ 12,366.18 
INOETIWCS tee 26,918.55 
Oklahoma eee 9,767.00 
Ontario. ee Jae. eee es 11,666.66 
Souitlay IDENROyiey —_—. 
South Wisconsiny 2) ly 2a Sala, 
SOUtheastertitmeemn eae ees 21,000.00 
Southern 202 beeen oe eee 8,750.00 
Southern California 21,666.66 
Southern Illinois 18,002.37 
Southern Nebraska __. 14°351-13 
SLERAS) sete th Elite! ile ab ee 25,000.00 
Western = saa eee ee 55,014.25 


$ 728,552.10 


Required Feb. 1—March 1 $1,333,333.33 
Received Feb. 1—March 1 728,552.10 


— $ 604,781.23 


The budget receipts for February 1958 
amounted to $728,552.10, an increase of 
23% over February 1957. What a won- 
derful way in which to start our church’s 
new fiscal year! 

How shall we explain the increase? One 
factor is that nine Districts are sending in 
one twelfth of their goal for Synod each 
month: 

** California and Nevada 

* Colorado 
* Florida-Georgia 
Northwest 
* Oklahoma 
** Ontario 
* Southeastern 
** Southern 
* Southern California 


One asterisk indicates Districts which 
started the practice this year. Two asterisks 
mark Districts which are following this 
plan for the third consecutive year. North- 
west is in its second year. 

Many more congregations are recogniz- 
ing the program of Synod as their own. 
They appreciate the many vital services 
Synod renders to its congregations and 
know what must be done for a world at 
odds with God and with itself. 


May this favorable beginning carry 
through every month of this year! Then 
your full program through Synod can be 
maintained. 


CHAS. E, GROERICH, Assistant Treasurer 
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Teen-Ager, 
Christ Is for You 


BY WALTER RIESS 


“A series of short, person-to- 
person talks about the joys of a 
consecrated Christian life. . . 
Shows modern youth that Christi- 
anity has the answers for to- 
day’s complex living.” Walther 
League Messenger. 

An ideal gift for every teen- 
ager — splendid for “churchgoing 
teen-agers not getting real joy and 
spiritual power from their church 
membership” —or for those un- 
acquainted with the church of 
Christ. 


83 pages. Illustrated. Paper cover. 
$1.00. Order No. 15W1813. 


For TLeen-Agers 


Teen-Agers Pray 


EDITED BY 
WILLIAM KRAMER 


“75 prayers written especially 
for teen-agers, covering their 
many needs: table prayers, 
prayers for special occasions, 
prayers for the week and many 
others, such as ‘Before a Date’ 
and ‘Guidance in Choosing a 
Vocation. The language is 
simple and direct, the kind 
used by young people in their 
everyday speech.” — Telescope 
Messenger. 


82 pages. Cloth. $1.00. Order 
No. 6W1054. 


... to draw them closer 
to their Savior 


... each book will make 
an appropriate confirmation, 


graduation, or birthday gift 


Chapel Hour 
BY THOMAS COATES 


“Designed especially for 
youth enrolled in high school 
and college. The messages are 
Bible-centered and brief, and 
deal with various practical as- 
pects of student life... . There 
is a refreshing frankness about 
the language and choice of 
words. . This is a book 
young people will appreciate 
for their own devotional read- 
ing. Pastors and youth coun- 
selors will find it to be valuable 
source material for many oc- 
casions.”” — C. M. Johnson. 


184 pages. Cloth. $2.00. Order 
No. 15W1739. 


Order through your Church Office, Church Book Dis- 
play, Book Store, or directly on the coupon below. 


Christ 
and Your Job 


BY 
ALFRED P. KLAUSLER 


A dynamic book that holds 
out practical help for high 
school and college students 
thinking and wondering about 
their lifework. Written in an 
easy, direct style with plenty 
of contemporary illustrations. 


A young careerist can profit — 


greatly by a thoughtful read- 
ing of this book. 


146 pages. Paper. $1.50. Order 
No. 15W1805. 


—= ——— Ol Or r'nrrnaeaenae eee see eee eee a ec aa a ee a ee ee ee ee oe ee LLL oon 


Please send me: 


——____—_——. No. 15W1813, TEEN-AGER, CHRIST IS FOR YOU by Riess, @ $1.00 
eu eio rts No. 6W1054, TEEN-AGERS PRAY, by Kramer, @ $1.00 

No. 15W1739, CHAPEL HOUR, by Coates, @ $2.00 

No. 15W1805, CHRIST AND YOUR JOB, by Klausler, @ $1.50 

I enclose $ ————_____ 

(To partially cover cost of postage —on all cash orders — please add 5 cents for each dollar of your total 
purchase.) 
Name 
Address 
City Zone State 


Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Missouri 


eel Ga e 


TG aR OE 


a ae 


